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THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF AUGUST 17, 1970, ARE BY NOW 

« 

FAMILIAR TO MOST OMAHANS: A PHONE CALL TO THE POLICE, CARS RUSH 

TO A VACANT ADDRESS ON OHIO STREET, AN EXPtJftSION, AND A COP GETS 
KILLED. LATER THERE TORE ARRESTS, INDICTMENTS, AND A iPICTURE OF 

r '• 

"BLACH MILITANTS” WANTONLY SLAUGHTERING UNSUSPECTING OFFICERS OF V 


THE LAW. 




IT WAS NOT AN UNCOMMON PICTURE IN USA- 1970, NOT UNCQMMOft 

TH E MIDW EST, FOR : / 

EVEN IN ■■■■ 1970 SAW A TOTAL OF SIX BOMBINGS ®N OMAHA AND (70UN- 




CIL BLUFFS. BUT UNREPORTED IN THE RUSH OF EVENTS TORE A NUMBER OF 


INTERESTING! 


! 

‘I / 


ANGLES, THAT — WHILE THEY MAY OR.. MAY Np.T 


' < f 

SHED LIGHT ON THE GUILT OR INNOCENCE OF THE ACCUSED — NONETHELESS 


REMAIN AS NAGGING CHALLENGES TO THE 


OP 


/ / 

CREDIBILITY OF THE oi*!Fl6lAL n 


STORY. THE BOMB- SLAYING/* POLICE OFFICER LARRY MINARD WAS, ; J 
IN THE EYES OF MOST PEOPLE, A TRAGIC AND BRUTAL THING. ‘BUT 

' • T t 

. J 

TRAJEDY AND BRUTALITY ARE FREQUENT VISITORS TO OMAHA,. NEBRASKA, AND 


AS WE SHALL SEE, WERE NOT CONFINED TO THAT HOUSE ON OHIO STREET. 


>< 


THIS STORY HAS ANY ONE OF A NUMBER OF STARTING POINTS. 


ONE MIGHT BE THAT DAY IN 1919 WHEN A MOB OF WHITES LYNCHED A BLACK 


MAN AT THE CORNER OF 17th AND FARNAM, BURNED THE COUNTY JAIL, AND THEN 
DRAGGED THAT MAN'S BODY AROUND TOWN, TIED TO THE BACK OF A MODEL T. 
ANOTHER STARTING POINT MIGHT BE LATER IN 1919, WHEN SOME 200 BLACK 
MEN WERE/HERDED INTO RAILROAD CARS, THE CARS THEN SEALED, AND THE 
BLACKS DEPOSITED HUNDREDS OF MILES AWAY IN THE PRAIRE. OR THAT DAY 
IN THE ■■§ Wtm 1920'S WHEN KU KLUX KLANSMEN RODE HORSES THROUGH 

X) i 

THE HOME OF A FAMILY NAMED* LITTLE* THEIR SON, MALCOLM, 7 WOULD LATER 

c ■* 

C HILDHOOD MEM ORY 

RECALL THAT INCIDENT AS HIS ONLY OF OMAHA, NEBRASKA. OR 

YET ANOTHER STARTING POINT MIGHT BE JUNE OF 1969, WHEN A CO FRAMED 
LODER THOUGHT THAT A BREAK-IN AT A VACANT APARTMENT GAVE HIM THE RIGHT 
TO TAKE H THE LIFE OF ANOTHER HUMAN BEING. 

ALL OF THESE ARE POSSIBLE STARTING POINTS IN THE STORY OF 
LAST SUMMER'S BOMBING OF THE COPS , BUT FOR THE SAKE OF SIMIPLICITY, 

WE MIGHT GO TO THE PLEASANT AFTERNOON OF AUGUST 14, A FRIDAY, AT 
THE FIRST CENTRAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

ORGANIZED BY THE OMAHA PRESBYTERY'S COMMISSION ON CHURCH AND 
RACE, THE MEETING WAS INTENDED TO ENLIGHTEN CHURCHMEN ABOUT THE H? OBLEMS 
THAT BLACKS FACE IN DEALING WITH THE POLICE. COMMISSION DIRECTOR , THE 


REV. JAMES HARGLEROAD, SAID IT WAS NOT AN "ANTI-POLICE MEETING", BUT 


DID^INVITE ANYONE TO SPEAK ON BEHALF OF THE COPS. THEY HAVE THEIR 
OWN FURUM, SAID HARGLEROAD. 

THE MEETING WAS LONG AND SOMEWHAT SLEEPY. WALTER GRIMES 

OF THE BRYANT COMMUNITY CENTER TOLD OF THE OVER-AGGRESSIVENESS OF THE 

POLICE IN MB INSTANCES OF RELATIVELY MIDNQR CROWD CONTROL. A BLACK 

HIGH SCHOOL KID TOLD HOW HE CUT CLASSES* AND WAS NAILED FOR LOITERING, 

WORKED 

A CHARGE LATER DROPPED. A WHITE GIRL, WHO Mi AT COUNTY HOSPITAL, 
TOLD OF THE WILLINGNESS OF THE POLICE TO RIDICULE INJURED BLACKS AND/OR 
LONGHAIRS. A WHITE U-N-0 STUDENT ALLEGED THAT HE WAS BEATEN UP AFTER 
RUNNING FROM POLICE IN A Mi SPEEDING INCIDENT. 


THE SIXTY OR SEVENTY MINISTERS LISTENING TO ALL THIS WERE, 
UNIMPRESSED, 


TO SAY THE LEAST, 


MIDDLE-AGED, WHITE, PROTESTANT, THEY 


ASKED FEW QUESTIONS AND SHOWED LITTLE EMOTION — ONp\l/AY OR THE OTHER — 
TOWARD THE SPEAKERS. ABOUT HALF A DOZEN NEWSMEN WERE PRESENT, AND THEY 
TOO WERE DROWSY. AS USUAL, TERRY FORSBURG OF K-M-T-V HAD PREPARED A 
LIST OF WHAT HE THOUGHT WERE "BITING" QUESTIONS. AND AS USUAL, THE 
SMIRK ON HIS FACE SHOWED WHERE HIS HEAD WAS AT. BOB HOIG OF THE WORLD- 


HERALD., IN HIS UNBELIEVABLY INNOCENT WAY, ASKED WALTER GRIMES WHY HE 


WOULDN'T GO TO THE POLICE IF ®E SAW A CRIME BEING COMMITTED. GRIMES 



H 


PATIENTLY EXPLAINED THAT A CERTAIN HOSTILITY EXIS1TS BETWEEN THE POLICE 

AND EVEN HIMSELF. HE NOTED THAT HE HAD BEEN TRYING TO GET ALOfflfr WITH 

THE_ POLICE FOR MOST OF HIE FIFTY YEARS, BUT FOUND THAT^J LONGER HE TRIED 

THE HARDER IT BECAME. HOIG PRESSED THE ISSUE: "WALTER, DO WYOU MEAN 

TO TELL ME THAT IF YOU SAW A STORE BEING BROKEN INTO, YOU WOULDN'T 

CALL THE POLICE?" GRIMES PAUSED, SHOCK HIS HEAD. "HELL NO. TIE Y 

MIGHT THINK I DID IT, AWESOME AND ARREST ME l" 

THERE APPE ARED 

ABOUT HALFWAY THROUGH THE MEETING, DAVID RICE, 

THE THEN-DEPUTY INFORMATION MINISTER FOR THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO COM- 
BAT FASCISM. SOME OF THE MINISTERS LOOKED UP AT RICE, THEN QUICKLY 
TURNED AWAY. TERRY FORSBURG TOOK ONE LOOK, PUT HIS HAND TO THE BACK OF 
HIS HEAD, AND LOOKED 9 SIDEWAYS. WHEN HE WHISPERED SOMETHING TO HIS 
COMPANION, THEY BOTH LAUGHED. 

THE^EE^^^^^^g^AR^g^^U^THAT POINT. HE SAT DOWN, 

LIT A CIGARETTE, ftfc 

IKi AND WHEN THE TIME CAME, BEGAN TO TELL HIS STORY. MR 

TOLD OF AN INDIDENT ABOUT A WEEK EARLIER (AUGUST 8, TO BE EXACT) INDUCE 

HE WAS • WALKING DOWN 24th STREET, SPOTTED SOME FRIENDS PARKED IN A CAR, 

AND STOPPED TO TALK WITH THEM. AS IS OFTEN T HE CASE IN THE SUMMER (FOR 

BOTH BLACKS AND WHITES) THEY HAD SOME BEER, AND OFFERED RICE A CAN. 


S’ 


A POLICE CAR DROVE BY A SHORT WILE LATER, THE OFFICERS 
SPOTTED RICE, AND DROVE AROUND THE BLOCK. IN SHORT ORDER THEv|aRRESTED 
HIM, AND BECAN TO TAKE HIM TO JAIL. THE CHARGE! SUSPICION OF DRINKING 

ON A PUBLIC STREET. ON THE WAY DOWNTOWN, SAID RICE, THE POLICEMEN BE- 

BERATE INJU RY, 

GAN TO RIDICULE AND JMHl HIM, THREATENING HIM WITH BODILY IMV 

AND DARING HIM TO ATTEMPT ESCAPE, SO THEY WOULD HAVE A CHANCE TO SHOOT 
HIM. WHEN RICE DID NOT ANSWER THEIR PROVOCATIONS, THEY BEGAN TO 
PUSH HIM, AND FINALLY SUBJECTED HIM TO AN ON-THE-SPOT "PERSONAL SEARCH". 
WHEN HE ARRIVED AT POLICE HEADQUARTERS, RICE WAS BOOK^ND SEARCHED AGAIN 
AND AGAIN, A TOTAL OF FIVE TIME$^ ALLL FOR THE DEPLORABLE OFFENSE OF 
DRINKING ON A BUBLIC STREET. (WHICH RICE STILL DENIES HE SAYS HE AND 
HIS FRIENDS WERE ON A VACANT LOT). 

AS RICE TOLD HIS STORM TO THE X MINISTERS AND NEWSMEN, IT BE- 
CAME APPARENT THAT HE HAD LITTLE RAPPORT WITH - HIS AUDIENCE. RICE 
FIGITED, OFTEN DID NOT LOOK AT HIS LISTENERS, OCCAS SIGNALLY DROPPED IF 
AN OBSCENITY OR TWO. THE MINISTERS SLUMPED IN THEIR CHAIRS, FOLDED 
THEIR ARMS, AND PURSED THEIR LIPS. TERRY FORSBURG MANAGED ONE (F HIS 
BETTER* SCOWLS. ALL OP IT WAS AS IF TO SAY: "WHY SHOULD WE BELIEVE 

YOU OFER THE POLICE?^ 
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THERE WERE FEW, IF ANY, QUESTIONS WEN KC.CE FINISHED ^^0 

SPEAKING, SO HpjpONTINJED ON IN HIS OWN VEIN, BRIEFLY MENTIONING OTHER 

ARRESTS, OTHER INCIDENTS, WHICH TO HIM EVIDENCED OUTRIGHT HATRED ON THE 

PART OF THE POLICE. POLICE CHIEF RICHARD ANDERSON WAS LATER TO SAY THAT 

"ANY CITIZEN WITH A LEGITIMATE GRIEVANCE COULD AND SHOULD FILE CHARGES". 

THOSE OFFICIALS 


IT'S EASY TO ATTACK PUBLIC OFFICIALS, SAID ANDERSON, SINCE 
ARE BOUND BY THE LAWS OF SLANDER AND LIBEL. 



AS RICE SPOKE, IT WAS EVIDENT THAT Mi HIS AUDIENCE COULD 

HAVE MADE THE SAME REPLY AS CHIEF ANDERSON. THEIR LOOKS SAID, HOW EASY 

IT IS FOR YOU TO MAKE CHARGES, WHEN THE POLICE AREN'T HERE TO DEFEND 

THEMSELVES. It* SENSING THIS, RICE BECAME A BIT MORE SHRILL, NOW SAYING 
WHITE 

THAT/POLICE HAD NO PLACE ON A BLACK MAN'S TURF, AND THAT BLACKS SHOULD 
HE ALLOWED TO RUN THEIR OWN PART OF^T HE CITY IN THE WAY THEY SEE FIT. 

THE AUDIENCE BACKED FARTHER AWAY. RICE, IN TURN, ASSERTED THAT COPS 
ENTER THE GHETTO AT THEIR OWN RISK. 

FINALLY, THERE WERE NO QUESTIONS. RICE HAD NO MORE TO SAY. 

THE MEETING QUICKLY AND SILENTLY BROKE UP. 
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IN THE SUMMER OP 1970, POLICE-COMMUNITY RELATIONS IN OMAHA, 


NEBRASKA COULD GO ONLY ONE WAY: UP. 1968 HAD SEEN THE WALLACE AF- 


— T 


PAIR (IN WHICH A YOUTH HAD BEEN SHOT), THE DICE GAME DISTRUBANCE, AND 

TP 

IN THE HIGH SCHOOLS, |JL969 DAWNED BRIGHT WITH 


SOME MINOR 



AN INDEPENDENT REPORT CALLING FOR A POLICE FCECE WITH MORE WISDOM AND 


AND JMCSS HOSTILI 
CANDOR, 


. THAT REPORT WAS DASHED AS YET 


SHORT LY 

ANOTHER INSENSITIVE CITY GOVERNMENT WAS INSTALLED, AND THEREAFTER, 

PATROLMAN JAMES LODER BLEW THE HEAD OFF 14-YEAR-OLD VIVIAN STR0N3 G, 


SPARKING THREE NIGHTS OF VIOLENCE. IN THE FALL OF 1969, THE TROUBLES 


OF THE HIGH SCHOOLS WERE SHARPLY FELT AS POLICE HAD TO ESCORT CENTRAL 
HIGH STUDENTS TO AND FROM CLASSES. FINALLY, 1969 SAW BLACK COLLEGE 
STUDENTS BRIEFLY TAKE OVER THE OFFICE OF U-N-0 PRESIDENT DR. KIRK NAYLOR. 

1970 BEGAN^WITH LITTLE OPTIMISM. INCIDENTS BETWEEN BLACK YOUTH 
AND THE POLICE HAD CONTINUED EVEN INTO THE WINTER MONTHS, INCLUDING A 
HASSLE AT A ROLLER SKATING RINK, A FIGHT AT THE STATE BASKETBALL TOURNA- 
MENT, AND FINALLY, A SERIES OF INCIDENTS AT THE J-F-K_ CENTER. THESE WERE 
ALL SEEN AS "SKIRMISHES", AND JUST ABOUT EVERYONE THOUGHT THAT 1970, GIVEN 
THE PROPER INCIDENT, WOULD RESULT IN A RIOT OF DIMENSIONS THAT WOULD EX- 


CEED EVEN THOSE OF JUNE, 1969 
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THAT, FORTUNATLEY, DIDN'T HAPPEN. BUT THROUGHOUT THE SUM- 
MER OF 1970, THERE WAS ALWAYS THAT NAGGING FEELING THAT SOMETHING 
C PULP. OR MIGHT. OR WAff ABOUT TO HAPPEN . IN A WORD, THE AIR WAS 
TENSE, AND AT TIMES, THE FEAR, APPREHENSION, AND HOSTILITY SO GREAT 

THAT IT WAS ALMOST A TANGIBLE, MEASURABLE THING. VISIBILE TOO, IN 
THE GLANCES OF A COP TOWARD A BLACK, OR A BIACk" TOWARD A COP. IT HUNG 
LOW, AND HUMID, LIKE ^MIDSUMMER J M INDUSTRIAL AIR OVER THE NEAR NORTH 
SIDE. 


INTO THIS WAS INJECTED A NEW EIEMENTs THE TERROR BOMB. OMAHA 
SAW ONLY THREE: ONE IN JUNE, Af •POLICE ASSEMBLY STATION; ONE IN JULY, 

AT A BLACK-OWNED ELECTRONICS FIRM? THE THIRD IN AUGUST, A VACANT HOUSE. 
BUT ALL THREE, AND PARTICULARLY THE LAST, WERE SYMBOLIC OF THE SAME 
TIGHT, TENSE FEELING, THE SAME UNCERTAINLY AND FEAR, THE SAME WEARINESS 


WITH WHAT SEEMED AN INTOLERABLE AND INSOLUABLE SITUATION. IT IS AGAINST 
THIS BACKGROUND THEN, THAT THERE OC CURED THE^VENTS OF AUGUST 

17, 1970. 



AT ABOUT 


2:07 


A.M., 


THE OPERATOR AT THE POLICE "911" SWITCH- 


BOARD RECEIVED A CALL FROM A MAN WHO SAID HE HEARD A WOMAN SCREAMING 
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NEAR 28th XX AND OHIO STREETS. THE MAN DID NOT GIVE HIS NAME, SAID ONLY 
THAT 

HE LIVED NEAR 27th AND PRATT, BUT DID GIVE THE OPERATOR AN EXACT 

ADDRESS: 2867 OHIO. THE OPERATOR TOOK THE CALL, THANKED THE MAtJ AND 

BROKE THE CONNECTION. 

AS THEY SPOKE, THE OPERATOR HAD SCRIBBLED NOTES ON A 

WHITE IBM CARD: ADDRESS, CALLER (MALE), NATURE (WOMAN SCREAMINB FOR 

HELP). HE PASSED IT ON TO A RADIO DISPATCHER, WHO IMMEI DATED Y NOTED 
THE CRUISER DISTRICT THAT WOULD^APPROPRIATE FOR THE CALL, RADIOED THAT 
CAR, AND OK'D THE ASSISTANCE OFFERED BY ANOTHER CAR WHICH WAS NEARBY. 
THOSE TWO CARS THEN WENT TO THE SCENE, AS DID YET TWO MORE POLICE CARS, 

IP 

WHO ALSO HAPPENED TO BE NEARBY. IN OTHER WORDS, IT WAS A SLOW NIGHT, 

THE COPS HAD NOTHING ELSE TO DO, SO LIKE A BUNCH OF FOOLS, DECIDED TO 
CONGREGATE FOUR TWO-MAN CARS ON A DARK STREET, WITH NO SERGEANT OR 
OTHER COMMAND- LEVEL CAR PRESENT. AS ONE BIA CK LEADER NOTED AFTERWARD , 

IT WAS A CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF POLICE OVER- REACT! ON. WHILE THERE WAS NO 
CIVIL DISTURBANCE INVOLVED, IT NONETHELESS POINTS OUT HOW A RELATIVELY 
LARGE NUMBER OF POLICE CARS AND POLICE OFFICERS COULD GATHER IN ONE 
PLACE. 

THE COPS SCATTERED 
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ABOUT, SEARCHING FIRST 2865 OHIO, THEN 2867. BOTH ADDRESSES WERE 
RAMSHACKLE OLD SIMGLE-FAMILY DWELLINGS, AND BOTH WERE OVERGROWN WTIH 
WEEDS. WHILE NOT FAR FROM THE STREET, BOTH HOUSES WERE FAR AWAY FROM 
EVEN THE LOW-INTENSITY STREETLAMPS THAT ONE ONLY OCCASSIONALLY SEES IN 
THE AREA. WITH A CLOUDY, HUMID NIGHT SURROUNDING THEM, THE COPS 
RUSHED THROUGH THE WEEDS AND INTO THE HOUSE AT 2867 OHIO STREET. 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED HERE THAT MOST OF THE POLICE OFFICERS THAT 
WORK THE MORNING OR "A" SHIFT, ARE YOUNG MEN, UNDER THIRTY. SO TOO 
WERE THE MEN WHO SEARCHED THCe HOUSE, AND WHILE SOME HAD A NUMBER OF 
YEARS ON THE FORCE, ALL WERE STILL A BIT OVER-ZFALOUS AND UNDER-CAUTIOUS. 
SO MUCH SO, IN FACT, THAT THE OFFICIAL POLICE REPORTS PAINT ALMOST A 
KEYSTONE-KOP SENARIO: OFFICER SO-AND -SO, ACCOMPANINED BY OFFICER THIS- 

ANDttTHAT, WENT HERE, WHILE OFFICER WHAT ' S-HIS-NAME ACCOMPANIED OFFICER 
WHOOSIS TO THE BACK ROOM, MB AND AT THE SAME TIME, THREE OTHER OFFICERS 
A, B, AND C, ALL WENT AROUND THE OUTSIDE OF THE HOUSE WITH FLASHLIGHTS, 
MEETING OFFCER D,WHO HAD COME^THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR WITH THE OTHERS. 

WE FIND, THEN, EIGHT POLICEMEN SEARCHING A RELATIVELY TINY HOUSE THAT 
HAD ONLY FOUR ROOMS ON ITS FIRST FLOOR. IT WAS SO CROWDED, IN FACT, THAT 
EACH OF THE FIVE MEN TOO' ENTERED THROUGH THE FRONT DOOR HAD TO STEP OVER 
A LIGHT GREEN SUITCASE THAT SITTING NEAR THE ENTRYWAY. 
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THERE WERE THEN, FIVE OFFICERS INSIDE THE HOUSE, AND THREE 


OUTSIDE. WHEN IT BECAME APPARENT THAT NO ONE WAS IN NEED OF HELP, 
THE COPS BEGAN TO GO BACK TO THEIR CARS. THE THREE NEAREST THE BACK 
DOOR OF 2867 STARTED TO GO OUT THAT WAY. TWO WUNERS., OFFICERS LARRY 
MINARD AND JOHN TESS, STARTED TO GO OUT THE FRONT flfe 


SUDDENLY, MINARD LEANED OVER T HE LIGHT GREEN SUITCASE 


NEAR THE FRONT DOOR. 


IT'S NOT KNOWN FOR SURE 

IT EXPLODED, AND 


ACCIDENTALY 

IF HE KICKED IT/ OR MOVED IT ON PURPOSE. AT ANY RATE, 

EXPLODED WITH TERRIFIC FORCE. THE NORHTWEST CORNER OF THE HOUSE WAS 


COMPLETELY BLOWN AWAY, THE OFFICERS OUTSIDE KNOCKED TO THE GROUND. 

NEXT DOOR, THE HOME OF ELDERLY ROSCOE VAUGHN WAS SEVERLY DAMAGED. THE 
THREE COPS NEAR THE BACK DOOR WERE BLOWN OUT INTO THE MM YARD. TESS 
AND MINARD MMRI WERE BLASTED FROM THE FRONT OF THE HOUSE TO THE 
BACK. TESS WAS SPECKLED WITH SHREDS OF IB WOOD, AND DEAFENED BY THE 

w 

MS. AND MINARD BOTH OF MINARDS ANKLES WERE BROKEN, HIS RIB CAGE 

SHATTERED, THE TOP OF HIS HEAD COMPLETELY BLOWN AWAY. 



IT TOOK A FEW SECONDS FOR ANYONE TO RESPOND. THE FIRST SENSA- 
TION WAS ONE OF DUST, THICK HEAVY DUST, CHOKING AND INFLAMING THE NOSTRILS. 
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NEXT DOOR, ROSCOE VAUGHN AND HIS WIFE FOUND THEMSELVES CROUCHED ON 


THE FLOOR OF THEIR 




AROUND THEM PICTURES HAD BEEN KNOCKED 


SHA TTERE D 

FROM THE WALLS, A MIRROR OHBHi, FINE DUST GENTLY FLOAT SO DOWN FROM 

CRACKS IN THE CEILING. ACROSS THE STREET, Vi A BLACK MAN AND WOMAN, W 
HA LF-ASLE EP PORCH-SWING 

mmm on a obhq were startled from few 

EACH OTHERS EMBRACE. A. JPMOMENTS 
AGO THEY HAD SEEN" SCADS OF PO-LICE-MEN" RUN UP TO 2867 OHIO. NOW ALL 


THEY SAW^KINDLING WOOD, BURIED BENEATH A MASSIVE CLOUD OF IMHi DUST. 


WAS GONE AS QUICKLY 


THE ROAR 


AS IT HAD COME. ALL THEY HEARD NOW WAS 


A QUIET MOAN, THEN AN ANGRY CURSE. 

S TUMBLED 

OFFICER MICHAEL LAMSON OVER THE DEBRIS, RAN TOWARD 

A 

■■ CRUISER, GRABBED A MIKE, GALLED FOR HELP. OFFICERS KEN TWOREK AND 


JIM SLEDGE WENT BACK INTO THE HOUSE, FOUND PA TROLj^PMAN TESS SITTING 


UPRIGHT, HIS EYES WIDE AND CHILDLIKE. HE WAS LOOKING AT HIS SHREDDED 


UNIFORM, AND NEXT TO HIM, THE BODY OF PATROLMAN MINARD, 




REACTION WAS^NSTANTANEOUS. AS SOON AS LAMSON' S CALL 

ALERTED, AND SQUAD 20 WAS 


WAS RECEIVED, HIE OMAHA FIRE DIVISION WAS 


DISPATCHED FROM ITS STATION AT 21st 


AND LAKE. IN RAPID SEQUENCE AN* 


ENGINE COMPANY WAS SENT, THEN SQUAD 1 FROM DOWNTOWN. A FEW MINUTES 
THE FIRE DIVISIONS' 

LATER " SPECIAL SERVICES" UNIT, CONTAINING PORTABLE GENERATORS AND 
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SPOTLIGHTS, WAS SENT OUT PROM ITS DOWNTOWN STATION. IN ALL, THE FIRST 

FIRE RESCUE UNIT WAS ON THE SCENE LESS THAN MINUTES AFTER THE EXPLO- 

OR SEVE N MINUTES 

SION. THAT SQUAD ARRIVED AT ABOUT 2:13 A.M., ONLY SIX ■■! 


AFTER THE ORGINAL "WOMAN SCREAMING FOR HELP" CALL WAS RECEIVED. 


ON THE STREET, BOTH THE 100- AND 299-AREA SERGEANTS HEARD THE 


BLAST, HEARD LAMSON'S CALL FOR HELP, SPED TO 28th AND OHIO. AS A STAND- 


ING "HELP-AN-OFFICER" CALL, IT WARRANTED ONLY ONE SERGEANT AND TWO 


OTHER CARS. BUT THEN, SOMEONE AT THE SCENE CHOKED: "AN OFFICER'S BEEN 

KILLED", AND AS HE SAID IT, EVERY COP IN OMAHA HEADED OUT. 

MAYOR EUGENE LEAHY WAS AT MB HOME, GETTING READY FOR BED. 

THE 

HE WAS JUST SBEPPING OUT OF HQ BATHROOM, BUTTONING HIS FLY, WHEN HE 
HEARD V WHAT SOUNDED LIKE A MUFFLED HE GLANCED AT A CLOCK] 

IT READ 2:10 A.M. DROWSILY, LEAHY REACHED FOR A PHONE, AND DIALED 


911, "THIS IS MAYOR LEAHY", HESAID, "WHAT WAS THAT ?" 


AT CENTRAL POLICE HEADQUARTERS, CAPTAIN WILLIAM BATTAVINA, 

WAS IN HIS OFFICE, 

"A" SHIFT COMMANDER, PATTING HIS WMASSIVE GERMAN SHEPARD "BRUNO". 

WITH HIM 

was his deputy, lietenant ■ john bozak, both 


WERE SIPPING COFFEE, WONDERING WHETHER IT WOULD RAIN THAT NIGHT. THE 


TWO WERE STARTLED BY THE SQUAWK BOX ON PATTAVINA'S DESK: "OBTAIN. THERE'S 
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A HELP AN OFFICER AT 28th AND OHIO, A BOMBING. ONE OFFICER POSSIBLE 
DEAD, OTHERS INJURED." 

"GOD DAMN 'EM", SAID PATTAVINA, REACHING FOR HIS RAINCOAT. 

HE AND B0ZAK WERE 

OUT THE DOOR AS THE SQUAWK BOX CONTINUED: "A SQUAD HAS BEEN RE- 
QUESTED AND IS IN ROUTE. DISTRICTS 100 AND 200 ARE* AT THE SCEIE AND 
C-I-B HAS BEEN NOTIFIED". 

TWO FLOORS ABOVE PATTAVINA 'S OFFICE, A LIGHT FLASHED IN FRONT 
OF A YOUNG COPS' HE PICKED UP THE PHONE: "C-I-B". THE DISPATCHER TOLD 
HIM WHAT HAD HAPPENED, HE SPUN AROUND, CALLED TO THE LIEUTENANT -ON "DUTY, 


* tutt r ^ Tr ^ TTriT ~ Tr r Tr . | ' T 


THE LIEUTENANT GRABBED 


A PHONE AND CALLED GLENN GATES, DEPUTY CHIEF, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 
BUREAU. "CHIEF", HE SAID, "THERE'S BEEN A BOMBING AND flU AT LEAST ONE 
UNIFORM OFFICER HAS BEEN KILLED." GATES SHOT BACK: "WHAT'S THE LOCA- 


TIONT.' "28th AND OHIO." "GIVE METHE DETAIIS IN THE CAR. I'M ON MY WAY." 

II PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR AL PAT- 
TAVINA. ACTING DOUGLAS COUNTY CORONER GEORGE SULLIVAN. CHIEF FIRE 


Jot 

INVESTIGATOR PLUTA. 


THE ALCHOHOL, ■•TOBACCO, AND FIREARMS 


DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY. THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES- 


TIGATION. EACH NOTIFIED, EACH OUT OF BED, ALL ON THEIR WAY TO 2867 OHIO 
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BY 2:50 A.M, OHIO STREET BETWEEN 28th AND 30th WAS JAMMED 

sifU'JU 

WITH COPS. ALL 100, 200, AND 300 ARE^CARS HAD BEEN ORDERED TO/lSCENE, 
WHILE 400 AND 500 CARS WERE ORDERED IN FROM THE SOUTHERN AND WESTERN 
PARTS OF THE CITY TO COVER. ALL CIB, OR DETECTIVE, CARS WERE ORDERED 
IN. TOP-RANKING POLICE, FIRE, STATE, AND FEDERAL OFFICIALS, FIRE APPA- 
RATUS, ALL JAMMED INTO THE NARROW LITTLE STREET THAT SLOPED DOWNHILL 
TO THE EAST OF 30th. FULLY THREE-FOURTHS CF OMAHA'S POLICE PROTECTION 


WAS CONCENTRATED IN THAT TINY AREA FOR THE REST OF THE NIGHT, AND SINCE 

UNDISTURB ED, 

THE BLAST SITE HAD TO ESSENTIALLY VMM THAT LEFT SOME 


FIFTY OR SIXTY COPS TO MILL AROUND, SOME CURSING, SOME WEEPING, ALL 


HEAVILY ARMED, AND ALL BITTERLY ANGRY. 


AS WAS NOTED BEFORE, THE MEN ON THE "A" SHIFT ARE YOUNGER, SINCE 

USUAL cr 

DUTY IS DETERMINED BY SENIORITY, AND OLDER MEN ASK FOR BETTER 




COVERS THE CITY FROM MIDMGHT TO 


HOURS. BUT EVEN MORE W, A" SHIFT 


8 A.M., HANDLING THE DRUNKS AS THEY 


POUR OUT OF THE BARS, THE 


PERSONAL INJURY COLLISIONS AS THE DRUNKS TRY TO KILL THEMSELVES, THE 
FIGHTS, THE FAMILY HASSLES AT BEDTIME, AND OP COURSE, THE BRUNT OF ANY 
CIVIL DISTURBANCE. "WHERE THE ACTION IS", THAT'S HOW THEY DESCRIBED 


THEIR JOB, "RIOTS TO RUSH HOUR". AND THEY'RE PROUD OF IT, FOR THEY 
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FROM 

FElL^ESPIRIT D' CORPS THAT COMES WKUl INNUMERABLE DANGEROUS SITUATIONS 

AS FAR AS THE OMAHA 

MET HEAD-ON. THEY'RE TOUGH, AND POLICE DIVISION 

GOES, THEY STICK TOGETHER TIGHTER THAN ANY OTHER GROUP. 

NOW, THEY SAW THE SQUADS TAKE AWAY SIX BUDDIES WITH SUPERFICIAL 

UNDER A TARP, 

INJURIES, TESS IN PRETTY BAD SHAPE, AND WHAT WAS LEFT OF 

LARRY MINARD. 

CAPTAIN BILL PATTAVINA WAS MAD, VERY MAD, AND GETTING HOTTER 
BY THE MINUTE. A BULKY MAN WITH A CRUDE GRIN AND ENORMOUS HANDS, PATTA- 
VINA CONSIDERED HIMSELF AN ADVOCATE OF THE "AVERAGE COP", AS THE OIDER 
BROTHER OF PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR AL PATTAVINA, HE WAS UNDOUBTEDLY 

SHIELDED BETTER THAN MOST COMMAND OFFICERS, AND SO WAS MORE OUTSPOKEN, 
LESS WILLING TO COMPROMISE, MORE PRONE TO "POWER POLITICS" WITHIN THE 
POLICE DIVISION. 

PATTAVINA HAD BEEN "A" SHIFT COMMANDER FOR ONLY ABOUT SIX 
MONTHS, BUT HAD GATHERED A LOT OF PUBLICITY IN THAT RELATIVELY SHORT 
LENGTH OF TIME. OFTEN AT ODDS WITH THE POLICIES OF POLICE CHIEF RICHARD 
ANDERSON, PATTAVINA WAS MORE THAN WILLING TO CORNER A REPORTER AND TELL 
HIM WHAT WAS WRONG WITH THE DEPARTMENT. HIS FEELINGS TOWARDS BLACKS 

c S1.-F' 1 

ARE VAGUE. UNLIKE^" LITTLE NAPOLEAN" LIEUTENAT JOHN RUBERTI, CAPTAIN 
PATTAVINA WASN'T A MAN TO MIMIC BLACKS IN THE LOBBY OF THE POLICE STA- 
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TION, BUT LIKE SOME CARTOON COP, WAS DECIDELY "ANTI-CRIME”, SO THAT 


"CRIMNALS" WERE OBJECTS OF PERSECUTION, AND SINCE CRIMINALS ARE BLACK, 

S TEAMROLLER TH E ENTIRE 

YOU COULD JUSTIFIABLY GHETTO IN SEARCH OP ONE 



THIEF, JUST SO LONG- AS YOU GOT THAT THIEF IN THE END. 


PA TT A VINA 


WAS LATER TO REFER TO THE "500 OR SO 'AGITATORS' UP THERE", ADDING, "IF 


WE COULD ONLY GET 'EM, 


" IN OTHER WORDS, WHILE NOT BUBBLING OVER WITH 
AND IGNORANT TO SEE 


HATE, PATTAVINA WAS JUST TOO BULLHEADED ANYTHING 

OTHER THAN A BATTERING-RAM APPROACH TO LAW ENFORCEMENT. HE WAS THE 
PERSONIFICATION OF " LAWN ORDER " , HE WAS THE COP'S COP, AS LONG AS THAT 
MEANT NIGHTSTICK REPRESSION. 



THUS, IN DEALING WITH THE CHIEF AND CITY HALL, PATTAVINA WAS 
ESPECIALLY CRITICAL OF ANY RULE OR POLICY THAT HE FELT "ENDANGERED" 

HIS MEN ASSIGNED IN THE NEAR NORTH SIDE AREA. AND FOR PATTAVINA, 

THEY WERE INDEED "HIS MEN, OR AS HE^/AS ALWAYS SAYING, "MY BOYS'?, OR 
"THE FELLAS". A VETERAN OF OVER TWENTY YEARS ON THE FORCE, PATTAVINA 
LDVED THE V SHIFT COMMAND <■■■■■■, NOT ONLY BECAUSE -- AS IN THE CASE 
OF THE MEN THEMSELVES --HE HAD THE TOUGHEST ASSIGNMENT, BUT BECAUSE IT 
GAVE HIM 106 SE®BEANTS AND PATROLMEN TO CALL HIS OWN. IT GAVE HIM A 
PEDESTAL FROM WHICH HE COULD BULLSHIT WITH REPORTERS. IT GAVE HIM -- 
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IN A VERY LITERAL SENSE OF THE WORD -- THE CITY OF OMAHA BETWEEN THE 

HOURS OF MIDNIGHT AND EIGHT A.M. DURING THAT TIME, EDITAS IN CHARGE OF 

KEEPING THE PEACE. IT WAS HIS RESPONSIBILITY. HE NEVER FORGOT THAT, 

AND HE NEVER LET ANYONE ELSE FORGET IT EITHER. 

FOR THE SIX MONTHS THAT HE HAD BEEN "A" SHIFT COMMANDER, 

PATTAVINA HAD THUS BEEN DAILY FACED WITH THE ANGER, FRUSTRATION, AND 

POTENTIAL EXPLOSIVENESS OF THE GHETTO. UNLIKE MOST UNIFORM C*fgR@INS, 

PATTAVINA DID NOT STAY BEHIND HIS DESK, BUT ROAMED THE STREETS AS 

f (Tue/t- 

" DISTRICT 700", WAS ON THE SCENE WHEN SOMETHING HAPPED, TAKINC-yj COMMAND 
FROM LOWER OFFICERS. HE HAD NOT, HOWEVER, DEALTH WITH FULL-BLOWN RIOT 
CONDITIONS SUCH AS THOSE THAT OCCURED IN 1969. INSTEAD, HE HAD THE 
INNUMBERABLE "SKIRMISHES" THAT WERE BOTH CONFUSING FOR HIM, AND IN- 
FURIATING. 

BE 

AN EXAMPLE MIGHT/THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
TO COMABAT FASCISM, LOCATED AT 3508 NORTH 24th STREET. FOR PATTAVIlflfc, 

IT WAS A RAT^jS NEST, PLAIN AND SIMPLE. THE PEOPLE WHO SAT OUT IN FRONT 
AND PEERED DISTAINFULLY W* THROUGH* SUNGLASSES AT THE POLICE, WERE 
ANARCHISTS, PLAIN AND SIMPLE. IT SHOULD BE CLEANED OUT, PLAIN AND 


SIMPLE? AN INCIDENT IN MIDSUMMER WHERE A SHOT WAS AT LEGEDLY FIRED AT A 
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CRUISER, CAME DURING THE EVENING, OR "0" SHIFT. PATTAVINA MADE IT 
QUITE CLEAR THAT IF HE HAD BEEN IN COMMAND, IT WOULD NOT HAVE HAPPENED 
IN THE fflRST PLACE. 

BUT FOR HIS ARDOR, THERE WAS A CURIOUS COUNTERPOINT^ A POINT 
THAT MIGHT, IN FACT, EXPLAIN PATTAVINA 1 S EAGERNESS TO "BET BLACK 
CRIMNALS” . IN AffilL, A DISTURBANCE DEVELOPED AFTER A DM CE AT THE 
J-F-K CENTER NEAR 24th AND AMES. A HELP “AN -OFFICER CALL WAS ISSUED 


AS TWO COPS WERE TRAPPED IN A CRUISER. THE CAR WAS BEING STONED AND 
ROCKED BACK AND FORTH BY ANGRY BLACK YOUTHS. PATTAVINA HAD BEEN IN 
COMMAND ONLY A COUPLE OF MONTHS, AND INSTEAD OF ORDERING IN MASSIVE 
LEGIONS (F COPS, HE FOLLOWED WHAT APPARENTLY WAS DEPARTMENT POLICY, 

AND TRIED TO LET THE TROUBLE "BURN ITSELF OUT". NO MORE CARS WERE 
ORDERED IN, THE COPS IN THE TRAPPED GAR WERE TOLD TO SIT TIGHT, AND 
OTHER UNITS WERE TOLD TO STAND BY AND AWAIT FURTHER ORDERS. 

THE DISTRICTS THAT PULLED OFF GOULD SEE -- OFljlN THE DISTANCE -- 
THE FLASHING RED LIGHTS ON THE TRAPPED CAR. THEY ROCKED BACK AND FORTH, 
AS THE CAR WAS S Hi 5 , KEN BY THE YOUTHS. THEN ONE LIGHT WENT OUT, SHATTERED 


BY A STONE. THE COPS IN THE CAR CALLED AGAIN FOR HELP, THAT THEY WERE 


BEING BEATEN UP, THAT SOMEBODY HAD TO GET THEM OUT. THE CARS STANDING 


BY COULDN’T MOVE, AND THEY WERE HOLDING ON PATTAVINA »S ORDERS 



SOME BAD WORDS WERE SAID ABOUT PA TTAVINA THAT NIGHT, AND 


2D 


APPARENTLY THEY WERE WORDS HE NEVER FORGOT. HIS OWN MEN 6USSED HIM 
OUT, AND THEY DID SO AFTER HE HAD STRICTLY FOLLOWED DEPARTMENT POLICY 
IN A CIVIL DISTURBANCE. WHETHER CAPTAIN PATTAVINA'S ARDENT ANTI- 


GHETTO-6RIME STANCE DEVELOPED AS A RESULT OF HIS MEN'S ANGER, WHETHER 

OTV 

HIS CRITICISM OF DEPARTMENT POLICY REALLY BEGAN AT THIS TIME, ^WHETHER 
HE REALLY GOT TOUGHER AS HE BECAME MORE FAMILIAR WITH HIS JOB, WILL 
NEVER BE KNOfi/N. BUT IT WAS WIDELY RUMORED THAT THE INCIDENT AT THE 
J-F-K CENTER SPARKED PATTAVINA'S "MY BOYS" ATTITUDE, THAT IT INITIATED 
A FERVENT DRIVE ON HIS PART TO GET RID OF "GHETTO CRIME", AND THT IT 

Mo 

MARKED THE TIME THAT HE FIRST REALLY THOUGHT ABOUT GETTING TNTO HE 


N-C-G-F HEADQUARTERS. 

IN SHORT, CAPTAIN PATTAVINA HAD TO BE TOUGH FROM THEN ON OUT. 
HE HAD TO LOOK OUT FOR "HIS BOYSW. HE HAD TO BE "A COP'S COP". 



SO THEN, AT 2:30 A.M., AUGUST 17, 1970, CAPTAIN BILL PATTAVINA 
WAS IN A TIGHT SPOT. ONE OF HIS BOYS WAS DEAD. IT HAD BEEN A OLOSE 
CALL IN JUNE, WHEN SOMEBODY BOMBED NORTH ASSEMBLY JUST AS "A" SHIFT NORTH 
WAS COMING TO WORK. IT HAD BEEN CLOSE THEN, BUT IT WAS THE REAL THING 


NOW 
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HIS MEN WERE THERE — MOST CP VMM ANYWAY. STANDING AROUND, 
STARING AT MINARD'S BODY, FINGERING THI B R " SHOTGUNS, STARING AT THE 
CROWD OP BLACKsjrHAT HAD BY NOW GATHERED. THEY WERE MAD -- DAMN MAD. 

WHAT THE HELL, THEY THOUGHT, WE'RE GALLED IN TO HELP THESE LOUSY BLACK 
BASTARDS, AND THEY BOMB US. THE SO NS OF BITCHES. WE OUGHTA KILL 'EM 
ALL. THEY GOT NO GODDAM RESPECT FOR ANYTHING, ANYBODY, THE LAW, THE 
POLICEMAN, NOTHIN'. AND THEN THEY HOLLAR ABOUT US BEIN' BRUTAL. 

PATTAVINA LOOKED AROUND. IT PELT LIKE EVERY UNIFORM COP THERE 
WAS STARING AT HIM, ASKING "WELL, WHAT DO WE DO NEXT?" 

ACTUALLY, THERE WASN'T MUCH THEY COULD DO. A WARM RAIN HAD 
BEGUN TO PALL, STARTING TO CEEAR AWAY SOME OP THE ODOR OF THE EXPLOSIVE 
AND THE ODOR OF THE DUST PROM THE HOUSE. RESCEE SQUADS HAD CARRIED OPP 
THE INJURED COPS. THE CIB HAD CALLED IN THE FEDS TO HELP IN THE INVESTI- 
GATION OP THE BOMB SCENE ITSELF. THE CORONER WAS FINISHING UP HIS INVES- 
TIGATION. THE FIRE INVESTIGATOR HAD SENT THE ENGINE COMPANY BACK IN, 

AND HAD CALLED FOR TARPS AND PLYWOOD TO PROTECT THE SITE FROM MOISTURE. 

A LARGE OLD TREE IN PRONf OP 2867 BECAME A SORT OF COMMND POST. 
PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR 8L PATTAVINA, FBI AGENTS, DEPTY CHIEF GLENN GATES, 
FIRE INVESTIGATOR JOE PLUTA, CORONER SULLIVAN, AND CAPTAIN PA TT AVIAN, 

ALL HUDDLED UNDER THE TREE AND TRIED TO PLOT A COURSE OF ACTION. 



THE FIRST QUESTION 


: "WHO COULD HAVE DONE IT?" AS HAS BEEN 

MENTIONED, THERE WERE TWO PREVIOUS BOMBINGS IN OMAHA, AND IT CAM OT 
BE DETERMINED EXACTLY WHAT WAS KNOW AS A RESULT OP THOSE INVESTIGA- 
TIONS. IT IS NOT KNOW IF THE POLICE HAD ANY SUSPECTS, OR ANY FIRM 
LEADS. BUT DURING THAT CONVERSATION UNDER THE TREE, WHICH BEGAN AT 

3 s /r 

ABOUT •A.M., IMMEDIATE REFERENCE WAS MADE TO THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE 

N-C-C-F, AT 3508 NORTH 24th. APPARENTLY THE HEADQUARTERS HAD BEEN 

STAKED OUT FOR A SEARCH EARLIER IN THE SUMMER, AND SOME OFFICIALS HAD 

REASON TO BELIEVE THERE MIGHT BE DYNAMITE STORED THERE. 

CAPTAIN PATTAVINA PICKED UP THE BALL. LET’S RAID THE SONOFA- 

BITCH, RIGHT NOW, HE SAID. OTHER OFFICIALS, INCLUDING HIS BROTHER, WERE 

SKEPTICAL, WONDERING IF ANYTHING WOULD BE KEPT THERE ANYMORE. PATTAVINA 

PRESSED THE POINT: LET'S GO FIND OUT. ODDS ARE, THAT'S THE BUNCH THAT'S 

BEHIND THIS. WE KNOW MAT THEY'RE LIKE. LET'S GET IN THERE AND GET 'EM. 

SOMEONljwENTIONED A SEARCH WARRANT. SCREW IT, SAID PATTAVINA, GET ONE 

FROM SIMON, GET HIM OUT OP BED, LET'S GET IN THERE. 

AT THIS POINT, DEPUTY CHIEF GLENN GATES BROKE IN. GATES IS 
GOP 

A SMART «■!, HEAD OF WHAT USED TO BE KNOWN AS THE "DETECTIVE BUREAU", 

NOW 


THE C-I-B, OR "CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION BUREAU" 


AS A SMART COP, GATES 



SAW A NUMBER OF 
1 

THINGS: 



25 


r/zsr, 



POLICE CHIEF ANDERSON IMS 


AT THAT TIME IN PORTLAND, OREGON, INVESTIGATING THE CHIEF'S JOB THERE. 

AS A DEPUTY CHIEF, A SMART COP, WITH A FEW GOOD YEARS LEFT, 

GATES STOOD A GOOD CHANCE OF MAKING CHIEF, AND THE $22, OOO-A-YEAR SALARY 
THAT GOES WITH IT. THIRD, TO SOLVE THIS BOMB-SLAYING, WITH A CONVICTION, 
WOULD BE A HELLUVA GOOD FEATHER IN HIS CAP, AND GO A LONG WAY TOWARD THAT 


CHIEF'S JOB WHEN AND IF IT WAS AVAILABLE. 

IN SHORT, GATES WAS (AN IS) BUCKING FDR HIGHER THINGS. AND 
MIGHT WAS jt' 

A RAID THAT SCREW UP HIS CASE THE LAST THING HE NEEDED. 

NO RAID OF THE N-C-C-F, SAID GATES, WE'VE GOT OTHER THINGS TO DO. 

PATTI VINA BLEW UP. WHA3DDA YA MEAN, HE BELLOWED, NO RAID. 

LET'S GET IN THERE AND GET 'EM, NOW, WHILE THEY'VE STILL GOT THE THE 
EVIDENCE. TOO RISKY, SAID GATES, WE COULD BLOW OUR WHOLE CASE. LET'S 
GET THE FACTS TOGETHER, THEN GO LOOKING. CAPTAIN PATTAVINA TURNED TO 
HIS BROTHER. WHAT ARE WE GONNA DO? AL PATTAVINA LOOKED AT THE GROUND, 
AT MINARD ’ S BODY, AT THE ANGRY COPS NEARBY. A BASICALLY QUIET MAN, 

AL PATTAVINA WAS MUCH MORE RESERVED AND MUCH LESS BOISTEROUS THAN HIS 
OLDER BROTHER. WE CAN'T DO IT, BILL. I KNOW HOW YOU AND YOUR MEN FEEL, 
BUT WE CAN'T JUST GO BUSTING UP THE TOWN RIGHT NOW. LET'S GET SOMETHING 
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UNDER US, THEN GO. 


THE CAPTAIN SCOWLED, PULLED AT HIS HELMET. IT WAS RAINING 
HARDER NOW, AND EVERYONE WAS GETTING MORE AND MORE UNCOMFORTABLE. 

Grwno 

"COME ON, SWWW", SAID CAPTAIN PATTAVINA, TUGGING AT THE DOG'S BEAffl . 
THEY TURNED, WENT THROUGH THE BUSHES IN FRONT OF 2867, AND WENT BACK 
TO THE CAR. REPORTERS NEARBY THOUGHT CAPTAIN PATTVINA WAS UPSET AT 
THE LOSS OF ONE OF HIS MEN. "SORRY CAP", THEY SAID. PATTAVINA DID 


NOT REPLY. 



BY 3:30 A.M. THE INVESTIGATION WAS IN HIGH GEAR. THE AREA 
WAS CORDONED OFF, TARPS LAID DOWN AS THE RAIN CONTINUED. THE CROWD 
THAT HAD GATHERED SHEN W THE BLAST FIRST OCCTJRED, HAD GONE BACK HOME. 
INVESTIGATORS FANNED OUT, ASKING ANYONE WHAT THEY KNEW, WHAT THEY HAD 
SEEN. PICTURES WERE TAKEN, DEBRIS COLLECTED TO BE SENT TO WASHINGTON, 
MEASURMENTS MADE. NEXT DOOR, ROSCOE VAUGHN AND HIS WIFE WERE INTERRO- 
GATED AT LENGTH, AS WERE THE TWO PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN EMBRACIN G ON THE 
PORCH SWING. 


FOR THE MOST PART, THE LARGE NUMBER OF COPS STOOD BY. THEY 


DID NOT LEAVE, AND THEY DID NOT WANT TO 
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AT ABOUT 3:30 A BLACK HEARSE ARRIVED, AND THREE ATTENDANTS 

GOT OUT. THE ENTIRE AREA WAS FLOODLIT NOW, THE AIR FILLED WITH THE 
TH E DRONE OF THE FIREMENS' 

portable generators, about 100 

PEOPLE STILL MILLED ABOUT: COPS, REPORTERS, MORE COPS, ALL TALKING 

QUIETLY. THE RAIN, THE SMELL, THE MURMURS, THE NOISE, EVERYTHING 
SAID TRAJEDY, DEATH, ANGER 

THE AMBULANCE ATTENDANTS WERE A GODDAM GHOULISh|lOT. TWO 

FELLOWS, THE LEAST OFFENSTIVE OF THE TRIO, WENT IMMEIDATELY TO WORK, 

QUICKLY PICKING UP THE REMNANTS OP MINARD' S^ODY, LISTENING CAREFULLY 

TO THE CORONER, WHO POINTED HERE, THERE, TELLING THEM TO BE CAREFUL. 

THE THIRD ATTENDANT WAS THE FOOL, CONSTANTLY RUSHING BACK AND FORTH 

BETWEEN THE HEARSE AND THE BODY, DOING POOL'S CHORES. 

STRINGY^ GREASY HAIR RIMMING A LONG, NARROW, ACNED RACE, HE HAD A PAINT 

GATHERED 

SMILE ON HIS LIPS AS HE LOOKED AT EVERYONE KJOHXEEE AROUND. THE 0 ON VERSA - 
TION ^STOPPED, AND EVERYONE KNEW THE BODY WAS BEING TAKEN OUT, BUT SINCE 
THE POOL WAS THE ONLY ONE OF THE THREE^PLAINLY VISIBLE, HE DREW AT 

LEAST A GLANCE FROM EVERYONE. HE OBVIOUSLY RELISHED IT, AND PLAYED- HIS 
ROLE TO THE FULLEST. AS HE MARCHED BACK AND FORTH, HE HELD HIS HANDS 
UP IN FRONT OF HIM, LIKE A SCRUBBED SURGEON, HIS RUBBER GLOVES A PALE 
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YELLOW IN THE FLOODLIGHTS. ONE REPORTER GRIMACED, LOOKED AWAY. 

FINALLY CAME THE TIME, AND A COUPLE OF FIREMEN HELPED THE 

ATTENDANTS CARRY MINARD'S BODY TO THE HEARSE. THEY HAD THROWN AN OLD 

BLANKET ACROSS HIM, SO YOU COULDN'T SEE THE FACE AND HEAD, NOR MOST OF 

THE REST OF HIS BODY. BUT HIS FEET WERE VISIBLE, AND IT WAS PLAIN TO 

SEE THAT HIS ANKLES HAD TAKEN MUCH OF THE BLAST. EVERYONE WAS SILENT 

AS THEY QUICKLY PUT HIM INTO THE HEARSE. IT STARTED UP A ND DROVE AWAY, 

AND THE POLICEMEN# LOOKED AT EACH OTHER, AND THEN AT THE HOUSE, AND 

THEN AT THE HEARSE GOING DOWN 28th 

THE ACTING COUNTY CORONER GEORGE SULLIVAN WALKED TO HIS CAR, 

MUTTERING TO A REPORTER: "YOU KNOW, IT ALL STARTED WHEN THE FEDERAL 

COLOREDS 

GOVERNMENT STARTED UP THESE PROGRAMS TO MIX MPi AND WHITES TOGETHER. 

COLORE D 

THEY'RE SAVAGES, AND IT JUST WASN'T MEANT TO BE THAT WAY, MIXING ■■■B 
AND WHITE, GOING TO SCHOOL AND ALL." SULLIVAN LEFT HIS OAR DOOR OPEN 
AS HE FUMBLED FOR HIS KEYS. "AND THIS GUY, THIS IEAHY. HE'S COW- 
TOWING TO 'EM LIKE A YELLOW SONOFABITCH. THEY OUGHT GET SOMEONE TO 
GO DOWN THERE TO CITY HALL AND GET UP ENOUGHT GUTS TO CLEAN 'EM OUT. 

MAKE THE WHOLE GODDAM TOWN DECENT. NO, IT WASN'T MEANT TO BE, MIXING 
CLOREDS AND WHITES LIKE IKK THAT". 
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ABOUT THE SAUCE TIME THAT THE HEARSE ARRIVED AT 2867 OHIO 
STREET, A POLIGE CRUISER PULLED UP TO 6775 SEWARD. AFTER REPEATED 

om -r*c 

ATTEMPTS TO AROUSE ANYONE, THE CALLERS FINALLY fill M WINDOW 
THEN, MRS. KAREN MINARD CAME TO THE DOOR. "OH GOD NO," SHE SAID, 


"NOT LARRY". 



THE SUN DIDN'T REALLY COME UP THAT MORNING, RATHER THE SKY 
SUST BECAME A DIFFERENT SHADE OF GRAY. RAIN WAS POURING DOWN AS A 


POLICEMAN WALKED OUT TOWARD THE FLAGPOLES IN FRONT OF THE CITY'S NEW 


POLICE 



HEADQUARTERS. 


HE RAN THE AMERICAN FLAG UP, LOWERED IT, 



ISED IT AGAIN, 


THIS TIME TO HALF-MAST. 



IT WA,CS STILL RAINING AS MAYOR EUGENE LEAHY HEADED F OR 



RAINING HEAVILY. INSTEAD OF HEADING DOWN FLORENCE BOULEVARD AS WAS 
HIS HABIT, THE MAYOR WENT WEST FROM HIS HOUSE TO MILLER PARK, THEN 
SOUTH ON 30th TO OHIO, H A LEFT TURN PAST A POLICE CRUISER, THEN PARKED 
HIS CAR AND GOT OUT. 

2867 WAS STILL SHROUDED IN CANVAS. INVESTIGATORS HAD REMOVED 
SOME WOOD SAMELES, AND HAD PRETTY WELL DIAGRAMMED THE AREA. THEY WERE 


STILL WAITING POE THE RAIN TO STOP SO THEY GOULD, 


AS ONE MAN PUT IT, 
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"REALLY TAKE THE PLACE APART". LEAHY NOSED AROUND, WAS SHOWN WERE 
THE OFFICERS BODIES HAD BEEN THROWN BY THE FORCE OF THE BLAST, IN- 
QUIRED AS TO THE CONDITION OF THE OTHER SEVEN COPS. HE GLANCE© NEXT 
DOOR TO THE HOME OF ROgCOE VAUGHN, SAW THE SIDING ON THE HOUSE CAVED 
IN. 

PUFFING HEAVILY ON HIS DAMP CIGARETTE, THE MAYOR TURNED AND 
HEADED BACK TO HIS CAR. 

LEAHY WAS LACKING HIS USUAL EBULLIENT BULLSHIT WHEN HE ARRIVED 
AT INTERIM CITY HALL. ONE WOMAN DESCRIBED HIM AS "CRESTFALLEN". AT ANY 
RATE, HE HAD LITTLE TIME TO BROOD, FOR AT ABOUT 8; 30, CAPTAIN BILL 
PATTAVINA APPEARED IN THE LOBBY TO THE MAYOR'S OFFICE, ACCOMPANIED BY 
TWO SHIFT SERGEANTS AND NO LESS THAN TEN PATROLMEN. THEY WERE 

ANGRY, AND THEY WANTED TO SEE THEY MAYOR. 

LEAHY SPOKE WITH THEM ONLY BRIEFLY IN THE LOBBY, THEN ASKED 
THE CAPTAIN AND THE TWO SERGEANTS INTO HIS PRIVATE OFFICE. THE COURSE 
OF THEIR CONVERSATION IS NOT KNOWN, BUT THEY TALKED FOR A HALF HOUR, 

AND THEY WERE NOT SMILING WHEN THEY EMERGED. THE TEN COPS OUTSIDE 
REFUSED TO TALK TO REPORTERS, WOULD NOT COMMENT ON THEIR FEELINGS ABOUT 
THE BOMBING, NOR ABOUT THEIR PURPOSE IN COMING TO CITY HALL. 
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THE CAPTAIN AND ENTOURAGE LEFT SSWMBK SHORTLY AFTER 9 A.M., 
AND WHEN APPRAOCHED BY NEWSMEN, PATTAVINA WAS STILL FURIOUS. POINTING 
TOWARD PATROLMAN JAMES LODER, WHO JUST HAPPENED TO BE AMONG THE GROUP 
VISITING THE MAYOR, PATTAVINA EXPLODED: "IP THEY TRIED HALF AS HARD TO 
GET THE PEOPLE WHO DID THIS AS THEY TRIED TO GET HIM, THEY'D HAVE FOUND 
THE GUY BY NOW." PATTAVINA WENT DOWN THE STEPS, THROUGH THE FIRST FLOOR, 
OUT ON TO THE STREET. 

AS HE WAS GETTING INTO HIS CAR, PATTAVINA WAS AGAIN APPROACHED 

-rH* Sou&C of rue 

BY A REPORTER, THIS TIME INQUIRING ABOUT MENS ' ANGER. SAID PATTAVINA, 

CENTRAL 

Mm REFERRING TO THE AUGUST 14th MEETING AT THE FIRST/CONGREATIONAL 
CHURCH, "ALL WE EVER GET ARE PREACHERS TELLING ABOUT POLICE BRUTALITY. 
THEY NEVER WANT TO HEAR OUft SIDE OF IT. ASK THOSE PREACHERS WHAT THEY'RE 
GOING T 0 DO ABOUT THE FIVE ORPHANS. TELL THEM TO GO SEE MRS. MINARD." 



PART TWO 
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A 


AM 


HE SEVENTEENTH OP JIUGiJST OP 1970 WAS 




AWKWARD, 


ALMOST MELANCHOLY DAY FOR ©MAHA.^f PeOPLE KNEW WHAT HAPPENED THAT 
MORNING, THAT A COP HAD BEEN KILLED, THAT SOME OTHERS WERE HURT, THAT 


ONCE AGAIN SOME INCOMPREHENSIBLE TRAGEDY HAD TAKEN PIA CE IN THAT INCOM- 
PREHENSIBLE PART OF TOWN KNOWN AS THE 4/eAR 4^0RTH SlDE. IT WAS NOT 

CAUSED A BREAK JJt^DID 

AN EVENT THAT KJQGJQEUXX1SK IN THE FLOW OF THE CITY'S LIFE. 


NOT STOP PEOPLE FROM GOING TO WORK, 



m 


NOT 


IT DID NOT AFFECT PRICES IN THE CITY'S STORES, AND IT DID/CAUSE 
MANY PEOPLE TO MAKE ANY CHANGES IN THEIR PLANS 4 

TTi<uir mwiniT ■ -■>! .iiiiti.. nufluia —i ^ V J 

IN SHORT, ©MAHANS ON 


THAT MORNING RAISED THEIR EYEBROWS, BUT THEY DID NOT BREAK STRIDE. *flIEY 


HAD SOMETHING TO DISCUSS DURING THEIR COFFEE BREAKS, SOMETHING WITH WHICH 

l?OR MOST PEOPLE, THE BOMBING 

BLACKS , 

TO BERATE BUT LITTLE TO AFFECT THEM. 


MADE ONLY A RIPPLE, IE EVEN THAT. 


p0R MOST PEOPLE, BUT NOT ALL. ‘fni^EN ON "A" SHIFT OF THE 0MAHA 

Police Revision were, in the eyes of ome observer, "uncommonly weary" 

THAT MORNING WHEN THEY GOT CFF DUTY,|||1mAN WAS ON HIS WAY TO WORK 


, HIS ROUTE TAKING HIM DOWN JaCKSON STREET, HEADED EAST, 

D . RECALLED 

PAST THE SOUTH SIDE OF CENTRAL POLICE ftEADQUARTERS. As HE LATER, 


"fHREE OF THEM WALKED OUT, AND THEY SEEMED TO IGNORE THE RAIN. -T WAS 
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STOPPED AT THE CORNER THERE, AND £ WATCHED 'THEM GET INTO THEIR CAR*. 


4b 


HEIR FACES WERE TOTALLY 


‘HEY SHOWED NO EMOTION, 


AS FAR AS J COULD TELL, YOU KNOW, THEY JUST WALKED. fuNNY HOW THEY 
LOOKED. ... ONE GUY HAD A RAINCOAT OVER HIS IW^PK, BUT WAS GETTING 




N THE RAIN HIT 


DRENCHED. 


HIS BLUE SHIRT, IT MADE IT WET, YOU KNOW, 


TURNED IT A. DARKER BLUE. S& YOU COULD SEE HIS SHOULDERS, AN' HIS 
CHEST, AN' HIS BACK TORE ALL WET. 4nD YOU KNOW, HE DIDN'T SEEM TO 
NOTICE IT ONE BIT. He JUST LOOKED OUT FROM UNDER THAT CAP AND LOOKED 
STRAIGHT AHEAD. | (flO DDAM, T TELL YOU, ^WOULDN'T HAVE WANTED TO GET IN 
HIS WAY. fllE OTHER TWO WERE LIKE THAT, TOO. JuST LOOKIN’ STRAIGHT 
AHEAD, THE THREE OF 'EM, GETTIN' IN THAT CAR AND DRIVIN' OFF." 

I ^fHE COPS WEREN'T THE ONLY ONES RECOILING FROM THE BOMBING. 


,T WAS STILL RAI NING THAT AFTERNOON WHEN TWOMEN APPROACHED SHE 


S' 


THE CORNER OF 17th AND efARNEY 


«* 


; 


IN FRONT OF TIE 


Omaha Rjblic Power Restrict' s big display windows* "Jhe 4® two men, 


NEWSPAPER VENDING 


ONE BLACK AND ONE WHITE, WERE BOTH ATTRACTED ByJeHE NEARBY 

PLASTIC WINDOW YOU COULD SEE THE \/)RLD-HeRALD' £ 


MACHINE* j^fuROUGH THE 




UNDERSTATED HEADLINE; "AnGRY PoLICEMEN SeEK PeADEY HoUSE BdMBER^. IuE 


FRONT PAGE ARTICLE HAD A PICTURE OF THE DEMOLISHED HOUSE AT 2867 6hTO, 


WITH BURLY PLAINCLOTHES INVESTIGATORS STANDING AROUND WITH THEIR HANDS 
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01 THEIR HIPS, TRYING TO FIGURE OUT WHAT HAPPENED, TRYING TO PIECE 


THERUBBLE Ur -V K // »n 

BACK TOGETHER. "SEVEN- K EAR VETERAN READ’’ SAID ONE LINE; POLICE- 
MEN Heet £eahy 4n Bomb Blast > s IH^ke 1 '* said another.! "Then on the right- 


hand SIDE, ONE OF THESE SILLY, STIFF LITTLE PICTURES THAT EVERY ORGANIZA- 


ffilON REQUIRES ITS MEMBERS TO HAVE TAKEN. HR 4 n OFFICIAL POLICE J. ft 
PICTURE OF IaTROLMAN IsARRY ft HfeuARD, $R., AND IT WAS A DISTURBING 


PICTURE, ONE THAT MUST HAVE BEEN TAKEN MEN HE FIRST JOINED ME FORCE, 


BECAUSE HE LOOKED YOUNG, TERRIBLY YOUNG, TOO YOUNG TO WEAR A POLICE- 


MAN'S UNIFORM, TOO YOUNG TO GET KILLED# AN ROBE AWKWARD PICTURE BECAUSE 


OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES: HE LOOKED RIGHT AT YOU, AND HE HELD HIS HEAD 


STRAIGHT, BUT HIS EYES WERE GENTLE, AND THEY WERE NOT THREATENING, AND 

A 

YOU DID NOT TURN AWAY BECAUSE YOU WERE LOOKING AT THUG ^DRESSED UP LIKE 

V t NO NOR GREASES, ANI 

OU TURNED AWAY BECAUSE HIS PACE HAD WRINKLES 


BECABNE 

HIS MOUTH SEEMED KIND, AND BECAUSE YOU KNEW HE WAS DEAD. 


HE BLACK MAN AND THE MITE MAN STARED INTENTLY AT THE 




3. Is 


FRONT PAGE. THE RAIN FELL, THE LIGHT WENT THROUGH A COMPLETE CYCLE, 
BUT NEITHER MAN CROSSED THE STREET. ^HEY STOOD NEXT TO EACH OTHER, 
READ THE PAPER, LOOKED AT THE HOUSE , LOOKElJlIiT JSflNARD. fflE BLACK MAN 
WAS THE FIRST TO SPEAK: "SuRE IS TERRIBLE, AIN'T IT?" 
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r fTE WHITE MAM LOOKED AT HIM. |R)TH» WERE ABOUT THE SAME AGE, 


IN THEIR LATE THIRTIES. BOTH WERE WORKING MEN, WITH ROUGH HANDS,, BAD 
TEETH, SHABBY CLOTHES. SaID THE WHITE MAN; "^EAH, HELLUVA THING." 

E QUICKLY TURNED HIS EYES BACK TO THE PAPER. 


Rtf 


HE BLACK MAN KEPT LOOKING AT SHE WHITE. ME BLINKED A TIME 


OR TWO, THEN MOVED HIS HAND PAST HIS EYES, AND WIPED AWAY THE RAIN* 


'Yeah, helluva thing, them comin* out to help a toman an» all." 

jj*fHE BLACK MAN KEPT HIS EYES ON THE WHITE, HIS MOUTH MOVING 


JUST A BIT, HIS VOICE ENDING ON THE UPSWING, AS IP EXPECTING A REPLY, 

AS IP TO SAY, "toOK GODDAM IT, I DIDN'T DO IT. fycN'T BLAME ME. ])ON'T 

TURN AWAY FROM ME. £oEK AT ME, GODDAM IT, LOOK AT ME. toOK AT ME BECAUSE 

I DIDN'T HAVE A THING TO DO WITH IT." 

I fftE WHITE MAN MUTTERED, THEN QUICKLY -- VERY QUICKLY — PULLED 

A TtBt DIME FROM HIS POCKET AND BOUGHT THE PAPER. As HE WALKED AWAY HE 

SEEMED NOT SO MUCH TO BEAR MALICE, AS TO SUFFER FROM EM BKRA S SMENT . Me 

HfRESGE'S. 

WIPED HIS NOSE, TUGGED AT HIS COAT, AND HURRIED BACK TOWARD ME 


"tflE 


BLACK MAN WATCHED HIM GO, THEN CROSSED 17th WHEN THE LIGHT 


CHANGED. HE TOO WIPED HIS NOSE, TUGGED AT HISJACKET, AND LOOKED DOWN 


AT THE PAVEMENT 
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f WND NEARBY, A YOUNG BLACK MAN -- IN HIS TWENTIES, PERHAPS -- 

WATCHED THEM BOTH. K E SHOOK HIS HEAD, MUTTERED AN OBSGENTIY, AND WENT 
ON HIS WAY TOO. 




| IThe 0'Jaha Police ftrvisioN -- like any subdivision or eiement 

OP GOVERNMENT -- IS HIGHLY SENSITIVE TO POLITICAL PRESSURE. tHERE ARE 
^AY EXTREME LY 

MANY TOO m flfc THAT IT IS flMHM SELECTIVE IN ITS RESPONSE, BUT IT IS 
NONETHELESS AN UNASSAILABLE FACT THAT THE POLICE W» ARE ALWAYS AWARE OF 


PUBLIC SENTIMENT 


. A 


GOOD CASE IN POINT WOULD BE THE MURDER OP PEGGY 


(&IDDINGS: PEOPLE WERE SHOCKED, THE HaYOR SAID "PRODUCE", AND THE COPS 


WORKED THEIR ASSES OFF 


. I Of 


COURSE, IT WOULD BE SIMPLISTIC TO SAY THAT 


ONLY BY PRESSURE WILL THE POLICE MOVE; 


THEY DO 


PAY AT LEAST 


LIP SERVICE TO THE 


IDEA OF BEING PUBLIC SERVANTS, AND THERE ARE 


INDEED MEN ON THE FORCE MO REALLY DO CARE IP YOUR STOLEN LA TO MOWER IS 


>^ |&jt the aaaflf 


FOUND. ' |0UT THE BW REMAINS THAT SOMETHING OF A "^OMINO 'f'HEORY" CAN 
BE APPLIED TO THE COP-CITIZEN SITUATION IN 0MAHA : IF YOU HIT THE M/LYOR 

ON THE HEAD, HE IN TURN TAPS THE PUBLIC SAFETY &CRECTOR, HE THE CHIEF, 
AND SO ON. A CORROLLARY, OF COURSE, IS THAT EACH SUCCESSIVE TAP BECOMES 
LIGHTER ^ BUT A DISCERNIBLE TAP, NONETHELESS, SO A "fuMBLE-PoWN" EFFECT 



can be realized, y Si nce the politics m within the Omaha Police fcrvi- 

SION RIVAL SHE THOSE IN THE COURT OP £oUIS Xfif, THERE ARE CROSS-PRESSURES 
THAT ALSO COME INTO PLAY TO USUALLY DILUTE THE IMPACT OP THE " TUMBLE- 
DOWN" » A PATROLMAN 'MO HEADS THE FoLICE OnION COULD CONCEIVABLY CARRY 
MORE CLOUT THAN A CAPTAIN. A CJ&TAIN WHOSE BROTHER IS RjBLIC &.FETY 
$IRECTOR AND WHO HIMSELF IS AN "OLD-TIME VET", COULD CONCEIVABLY STAND 
ABOVE ALI. OTHER CAPTAINS. AND A DEPUTY CHIEF MO'S BUCKING FOR HIGHER 
THINGS, AND MO STANDS IN THE LIMELIGHT OFTEN, COULD CONCEIVABLY RIVAL 

THE CHIEF FOR TV AIRTIME. 

/ 

'HIS LITTLE LESSON IN POLITICAL SCIENCE IS REAILY NOTHING 




MORE THAN A REMINDER OF THE FACT THAT THE QvlAHA PoLICE, COMPOSED OP 

A**. 

ABOUT 565 COPS, SB GOING TO HAVE ONE HELLUVA A SYSTEM OF INTERNAL 

PRESSURES. ffTAT IS TO SAY, "OFFICE POLITICS" WILL ALWAYS BE THERE. 

O- 

ADD TO THAT THE FACT THAT IT'S A SUBSECTION ©^MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT, 


ADD THE FACT THAT IT'S PARAMILITARY, AND ADD THE FACT THAT IT'S A 

HIGHLY VISIBLE AND EXTREMELY "CRITICAL" AGENCY, PUT THIS ALL TOGETHER, 

QUA SI - 


THE 


FOCUS IT, AND YOU HAVE THE STUFF FOR A BORING NOVEL. 

POLITICAL DEATH OF A MEMBER, ADD THE EMOTION OF QtfAHA IN 1970, IN AN 

MM 6N1F1I9 


ERA OF RACE HATRED 


AND POLITICAL RHETORIC AMPLIFIED, AND YOU 


HAVE EVERY BIT OF DRAMA^ AND EVERY HUMAN STRESS THAT COULD BE IMAGINED. 



3 1 > 


| II a SIGNIFICANTLY ALTERED 

IfOW, ON THE MORNING OF AUGUST 17, 1970, A ■MWMMMW 

SET OF PRESSURES EXIST: THE '"BqMINO ' luEORY^ DOESN'T FALL DOWN ON THE 

HEADS OF SUBORDINATES, BUT RATHER EXERTS PRESSURE UPWARD, SO THE GUY 

ON THE SPOT ISN'T THE AVERAGE PATROLMAN, BUT THE UPPER ECHELONS OF 

THE DIVISION, ALL THE WAY TO THE MaYOR. "5uST AS PUBLIC PRESSURE 

COULD MOVE THE COMMAND STRUCTURE, SO TOO IN EXTREME SITUATIONS CAN 

IP 

THE BOYS IN THE CRUISER CARS A THIS HAS BEEN SEEN IN A PREVIOUS ARTICLE 
IN THE FACT THAT^MAYOR FIRST STOPPED BY THE BOMB SCENE ON HIS WAY TO 
WORK, AND THEN RECEIVED TEN PATROLMEN IN HIS OFFICE THAT MORNING. 

S £vt/ , 

THE HASSLE WAS EUGENE LEAHY TO ABOUT THE LEVEL OF POLICFEAPTAIN, 


INCLUSIVE. 


>T WOULD BE SEVERAL DAYS BEFORE ANY PUBLIC PRESSURE COULD 


BE NOTICED, SO AT THE OUTSET IT'S WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED "PATROLMAN PoWER^ 
THAT KEEPS THE RIaYOR BABBLING, AND KEEPS THE INTENSITY OF THE INVESTIGA- 
TION JS^AS HOT AS POSSIBLE. -Tt IS POLICE ANGER AND GRIEF THAT COMPELS 
THEM TO TREAD HEAVILY BACK AND FORTH ACROSS THE CITY, DIGGING, RANSACKING, 
PUSHING AND SHOVING THEIR WAY INTO EVEttf CREVICE THAT MAY HOLD 


ILiki 


STARS 


KE THE HEROES OP SOME CHEAP NOVEL OR THE 


THEY LUNGE FORWARD. LIKE DISTRAUGHT 


. L 


CHILDREN 


OF A COMIC STRIP, 

», THEY LASH AT THAT 




WHICH THEY HATE AND FEAR. LIKE PROFESSIONAL LAWMEN, THEY START TO BUILD 


A CASE, AND LIKE HUMAN BEINGS, THEY FEEL 


PAIN AND BEAR SORROW, 
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So, FOR MOST OF ©MAHA, MONDAY THE SEVENTEENTH OF AUGUST 


WAS ANOTHER DAY, ONLY POCKMARKED BY A NEWS ITEM ABOUT SOMETHING THAT 

HAPPENED IN NI GGERTOWN . foR BLACK OmaHA, REALLY YOUNG AND OLD ALIKE, 

THE POLITICAL STRUCTURE AND 


IT WAS A DAY OF MOSTLY APPREHENSION. f'OR 


BP 


ALL ITS ENTITIES, IT WAS & DAY OF TURBULENCE. And FOR THE ©ffASA PoLICE, 


FOR THE COPS IT WAS HELL, AND HARD WORK. 


5 m 



FOCUS OF THE HARD WORK WAS ON THE 


r p 

! '‘KSSBR FLOOR OF CENTRAL POLICE 


Headquarters, in the fresh, new home of the OT-B, or Criminal Jnves® 
ti cation Bureau* Beading the investigation was Deputy Chief 6denn 

TES, VETERAN COMMANDER OF THE AND BEFORE THAT, THE OLD ^ETECTIVE 


UREAU. 

| (rAT ES POSES A FASCINATING FIGURE. He«S A COP, BUT A VERY 
SPECIAL KIND. 1/oT A LARGE MAN. HE'S NONETHELESS TRIM AND FIT, AND WHILE 
GREY-HAIRED, HE IS BY NO MEANS PAST HIS PRIME* A NEAT DRESSER, GATES 

IS FAR, FAR AWAY FROM THE HULKING BOOR THAT ONE USUALLY ENVISIONS AS 

^PLICAl-fi 

a cop. Simultaneously, he is not can bark ferociously, and 


EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, CAN BACK UP THAT BARK IN A VARIETY OF HIGHLY EFFECTIVI 



, u 


WAYS. HE IS THEN, A MAN TOO VERY SIMPLY COMMANDS RESPECT. ... BRED NOT 


SO MUCH OUT OF FEAR, OR DISLIKE, AS OF ADMIRATION, FOR YOU DO RESPECT 


6lENN (jkTES, WHETHER YOU RESPECT^COPS OR NOT. 

) Xt'S HARD TO SAY WHY ONE RESPECTS &ATES, 


JUST AS IT'S HARD TO 


EVER® PUT YOUR FINGER ON WHY YOU LIKE OR ADMIRE OR RESPECT ANYBODY. 


WATES LOOKS LIKE A BUSINESSMAN, BUT HIS SPEECH AND HIS DEMEANOR HAS 
TOO ROUGH A QUALITY IN IT, HIS MOVES ARE f(bFF THE STREET" FOR HIM TO 
BE JUST FALLEN FROM THE VoODMEN "foWER. f&TES IS DISCERNIBLY ^MIDDLE 


ERICAN" IN THAT A BRIEF CONVERSATION WILL 


QUICKLY REVEAL 


THAT YOU ARE TALKING TO A MAN WHO HAS VERY LITERALLY PULLED HIMSELF UP 
BY HIS BOOTSTRAPS. | Hb IS IMMEDIATELY REMINISCENT OF MANY BUSINESS EXECU- 
TIVES IN 6mAHA WHO HAVE WHAT MUST BE CALLED "FIRST GENERATION FINESSE": 


HE IS ON OR NEAR THE TOP. BUT LACKS M POLISH 


, <$n: 


E WOULD 


NOT BE SURPRISED TO FIND HIM AT IMPORTANT FUNCTIONS, MAKING IMPORTANT 
DECISIONS, BUT QUITE COMFORTABLY PICKING HIS NOSE AS HE WALKS IN THE DOOR 


«ND THIS MAY WELL BE THE QUALITY THAT IS MOST LIKEABLE IN DEPUTY 

6hief States. You know right off that he is damn well a whole lot smarter 


THAN MOST OF THE PEOPLE AROUND HIM, AND YOU KNOW HE CALLS THE SHOTS. 


But YOU DO NOT BECOME AFRAID OF (SPATES UNTIL HE WANTS YOU TO BE. Hf. CHOOSES 


THE TIME AND PLACE AND CIRCUMSTANCES TO EXERCISE HIS AUTHORITY, AND 


IN THE MEANTIME, CAN BE ONE HELLUVA NICE GUY, 


■. If 



XAMPLES OP THIS ABOUND. IMMEDIATELY NOTABLE IS A CONVERSA- 


TION THAT DEVELOPED WITH REPORTERS 01® DAY ON THE USE OP FIREARMS . 


NE FOOL OR A REPORTER BLURTED OUT: "Ifen, HEH-HEH, HOW ABOUT YOU? 


You EVER SHOOT ANBODY?" <§ATES LOOKED AMUSED, THEN LOWERED HIS EYES. 


| "Yea h, 


. I 


UlSTF OH TUNA EEEY • J'VE HAD TO SHOOT PEOPLE TWICE.... TWO 


GUYS, A LONG TIME AGO.” 

*1lHE REPORTER: "Well, WHAT HAPPENED? &ID THEY DIE?" 

" 4 ^ Luckily no. I wounded 'em, and they survived. Yeah, 


I'M HAPPY TO SAY THEY SURVIVED." $0 STATED VERY MA T TER- OF - FA G TLY , 
SAID VERY MUCH IN PASSING, NOT LIKE A MAN WHO'S PROUD TO SAY HE SHOT 

[TP, 

A (FATES 


SOMEONE, BUT RATHER, LIKE SOMEONE WHO TRULY REGRETS IT. \ (FATE S HAS 
BEEN A COP A LONG TIME, BUT UNLIKE MANY OTHER VEFERANS, HE'S NOT SO 
TERRIBLY PRONE TO LOOK BACK OVER HIS SHOULDER AT HIS CAREER. /e/e'S 
MUCH MORE INCLINED TO REMIND YOU THAT HE'S THE BOSS NOW, THAN TcIreMIND 


TOR &AZS 


YOU THAT HE'S BEEN AROUND 


Y 


OU RESPECT HIM NOT BECAUSE 


OP WHAT “HE HAS DONE, BUT BECAUSE HE'S THE BOSS HERE AND NO?; AND RIGHT 


IN FRONT OP YOU 



■ . 


So INDEED, (SlENN (SfcTES IS A PERSON THAT CAN BE 


RESPECTED, AND IN MANY WAYS, EVEN ADMIRED. HE IS THE DEPUTY CHIEF, 
BUT HE IS APPROACHABLE. 



H cap 


made 6lenn (Sates the flaliiiM of the Police fervisioNSs investicative 

f NOT SO MUCH 

BUREAU. (STATES 1 FIEF DOM IS A RARE ONE, DEALING ® WITH "OF THE 

MOMENT" POLICljwORK, BUT AS THE NAME IMPLIES, " *FTER THE FACT" INVESTIGA- 
TION. j^HE C-l-3 OFFICERS VARY WIDELY IN ABILITY AND ASTUTENESS, BUT THEY 


COMMONLY PRIDE THEMSELVES IN THE REALIZATION THAT THEIR JOB TAKES SOME 
WITS. ijKE UNIFORM OFFICERS, THEY TOO HAVE DOZENS OF PETTY, MUNDANE 
TASKS TO PERFORM. ‘f'HEY TOO WRITE REPORTS AND FILE REPORTS AND MUDDLE 
THRU ALL THE QUA SI -LEGAL MUSH THAT IS ONLY VAGUELY UTILIZED AND 

COMPREHENDED. &JT, THEY ARE ALSO THE ONES WHO HAVE TO FIGURE THINGS OUT 
WITH SOME PRECISION AND SOME HOPE OF RESULTS. ClNTRAL TO THEIR FUNCTION 


IS THAT SUPERFICIALLY TRITE TASK: PUTTING THE PIECES TOGETHER AND 

FIGURING sft OUT. 

$ CLASSIC AND ENJOYABLE EXAMPLE joP THE ft "AVERAGE" 6 - 1-3 COP 
WOULD BE A CERTAIN LIEUTENANT WHO SPECIALIZES IN CATCHING BAD CHECK 

u afifitb 

WRITERS . HE'S BEEN CHASING BA® CHECK 4ft — AS HE ONCE 


4f 


PU 


t|lt — ' " 


SINCE BEFORE THEY PUT MAGNETIC CODES ON 


CHECKS" . 




HIS COP KNOWS ALL THE INS AND OUTS, ALL THE VARIETIES AND PRACTICES 


OF THE BAD CHECK 


WRITER. He KNOWS WHAT THEY DO, HOW AND 


WHY THEY DO IT, AND MOST OF ALL, WHAT THEY DD AFTER THE F/CT. 4s HE 

&1H A SHW* : . 

PUTS IT "THEY'LL TURN UP SOONER OR LATER. 

And when they do, % < ll catch 'em." Semple as that. 

So, the Criminal .Investigation Bureau of theOwaha Po lice 
Revision -- like its head, Deputy Chief 6lenn (Sates -- is a notch or 

TWO OR THREE ABOVE THE REST OF THE OUTFIT. _JtS WORK IS BY NATURE 
DIFFERENT, ITS APPROACH MORE SUBTLE, ITS TALENTS LESS CONSPICUOUS. U 

B 'JlU* 

NEEDLESS TO SAY, THE C-iI-B IS^A MUCH MORE RESPECTABLE CREATURE THAN 




SAY, THE UNIFORM DIVISION. 




O NOT BE MISLED: IT IS STILL MA.DE UP 


OF COPS, AND SMART THOUGH SOME MAY BE, THEY ARE STILL COPS AND STILL 


POSSESS AND FLAUNT THAT UNIQUE, JAUNDICED POLICE APPROACH TO LIFE. 



FOR 

BY UNIFORMED TROOPS, OR XBM OUR PURPOSES, POLICEMEN. THIS IS AN EASILY 
RECOGNIZED REPRESSION THAT IS ANATHEMA TO MOST PEOPLE, AND THIS ISN'T 


WHAT WE REFER TO WITH THE TERM "POLICE §TATE". ^flE PRESENCE OF THE 
UNIFORMED PEACEKEEPER REALLY IMPLIES "HfcRTIAL Uw".- "POLICE STATE" REFERS 
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THAT MUCH MORE SUBTLE AND PAR MORE DAMAGING FORM OP REPRESSION: 


THE PLAINCLOTHES UNDERCOVER 


®7>fND 


AFTER ALL, ISN’T IT IN THIS 


"AFTER-THE-FACT- INVESTIGATIVE-FUNCTION 11 THAT YOU FIND THE HANDY 
EMPLOYMENT OF THE TOOLS OF THE POLICE STATE? J5&Bf*T IT THE 
INVESTIGATORS WHO WILL USE BACK-ROOM COERCION, BRIBERY, AND THE 
MORE CONTEMPORARY WIRETAPPING AND EAVESDROPPING TO ACQUIRE THE INFORMA- 


TION NEEDED TO CONVICT? 


THINK THAT THE MORE 


HIS IS ALL TO SAY THAT ONE SHOULD NOT 


CEREBRAL THE POI, ICE 


ACTIVITY, THE LESS INTIMIDATING THAT ACTIVITY 


MIGHT BE. 


ATHER, THE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED ARE FAR» EASIER 


TO COMMUNICATE WITH ON A PERSON-TO-PERSON BASIS 


. T 


CAN TALK TO A 


j 


GUY IN A BUSINESS SUIT; 4 . CAN * T TALK TO A MAN WITH AN AMMO BELT ON 


HIS HIP. 


Of THE C-f-B THEN, IT BECOMES OBVIOUS THAT (*LENN <$ATES AND 


THE WJREAU MESH WEI 


jL. (Sate 


TES NOT ONLY LEADS, 




MELLOW BUSINESS 

HIS MSXJOCXX 


SUIT TYPIFIES IT. In TURN, 6-t-& IS NOT JUST AN AMALGAMATION OF 75 

* J 

OR SO NON-UNIFORMED COPS, BUT 6lENN 6rTES» COPS. LIKE SOME WELL-PLANNED 
INTEGRATED CIRCUIT, THEsJsLEMENTS NICELY SNAP TOGETHER IN A COMPACT 
MODULE, AND PLUG INTO THE SYSTEM OVERALL. 


r- . 
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1 1 f AGAIN 

ff OW TMMM ffiTH ALL THIS FOR A BACKDROP, WE MUST TURN TE 

f 

TO THAT RAINY MORNING OF AuGUST 17, 1970, TO APPLY THE MOOD, POLITICS, 
AGENCIES, AND INDIVIDUALS. WAS MENTIONED IN A PREVIOUS ARTICLE IN 
THIS SERIES, (CHIEF UlCHARD AnDERSON WAS NOT IN OMAHA WHEN THE BOMBING 
TOOK PLACE; HE WAS IN SNOOPING AROUND THE CHIEF'S JOB 

there. Everybody knew this, including and especially Glenn Gates, whose 

AMBITION FOR THAT POST IS AN ESTABLISHED FACT. THERE VJAS/A NICE LITTLE 
DRAMA SHAKCNG^^^^UM^^^HAD^AS^IT^CEN^^L^W^^TER^LENN 6*TES. 

Jn RETROSPECTIVE, ONE DOES NOT ENVY GATES THAT MORNING, fe 

KNOWS THE DELICATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PbllCE &EADQUARTERS AND €i TY 

Hall, he knows the anger of the uniform cops, he knows the Grief ' s job 


MIGHT BE OPEN, HE KNOWS PUBLIC SENTIMENT IS A VERY REAL FORCE, AND HE 
KNOWS THAT THE WHOLE DAMN WORKS NOW FALLS MAINLY ON HIS SHOULDERS. $E'S 


ON THE FIRING LINE MORE THAN ANYONE, HE'S GOT MORE TO LOSE IP THE 

IS BLOWN <S>AM 

whole and he»s got more to Sw^if it's quickly 



HOURS OF THE 17th. fa E WENT IMMEDIATELY TO THE SCENE, AND LED THE INVESTIGA 


TION FROM ITS INITIAL STAGES. As HAS BEEN MENTIONED EARLIER, HE WAS 
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PACED AT THE OUTSET BY DEMANDS PROM OTHER COMMAND OFFICERS, PARTICULARLY 
’’/t" SHIFT COMMANDER, ^APTIAN \l^LLIAM BlTTAVINA, TO GO DIRECTLY TO THE 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ^.TIGNAL ^OMMITTEE TO ^OMBAT pASCIHM, RAID IT, AND 
ARREST ANYONE WHO MIGHT BE INVOLVED. 1 Jr WAS PaTTAVINA ' S IMMEDIATE ASSUMP' 
TION THAT THE J-P"wAS INVOLVED, AND HE WANTED TO BOTH LET HIS MEN 

BLOW OFF STEAM AND GRAB ANY EVIDENCE THAT MAY BE DESTROYED BY WAITING. 

| Gates was first cool to the proposal, then firmly opposed. 

Ills GUT REACTION WAS THAT THIS WAS A MESSY WAY TO DO THINGS, ONE THAT 


COULD GET HIS WHOLE CASE BLOWN RIGHT OUT OF COURT 

SflU- r 

IT WASAOBVIOUS TO TOTES 


. it 


CIVIL LIBERTARIAN, 


I^ffU 


THAT ANY JUDGE WOULD NEED SOME CAUSE TO ISSBi 


A SEARCH WARRANT, THAT WITHOUT A WARRAWT THEY WERE SUNK, AND THAT THEY 

IF THEY WENT ON 


WERE SIMILARLY UP THE CREEK 


A "FISHING EXPIDITION". 


&TES SUMMARILY VETOED THE IDEA OF RIPPING INCTO THE HEADQUARTERS, 

AND AS HAS BEEN NOTED, RtTAVINA WENT AWAY MADDER THAN HELL. 

^ But the incident was a signal to 6ites. He knew hov^ight things 
were. Moments after Pattavina left, a reporter approached States and asked 

HIM "HOW THINGS WERE GOING". 

| "VoT VvdSETH A SHIT", WAS THE REPLY. 

|j TIE REPORTER CONTINUED: "6 dt ANY KIND OF A STATEMENT YET?" 


6? 


TES REPLIED 


: "V^LL, 


oil* at 


THE HELL HAVE WE GOT ? 


GOT 
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A BUNCH OP INJURED PEOPLE, THAT'S ALL. 0NE DEAD ONE. ©THER THAN THAT 
WE DON'T KNOW WHAT'S HAPPENED OR ANYTHING ELSE. |jit...fjoW SOON BEFORE 
WE HAVE ANYTHING, IS UNDERMINED, BECAUSE THERE'S NO WAY OP KN OWIN'. 
V/e'LL HAVE TO WAIT NOW FOR A WHILE TO DO ANYTHING.^ 


| i^ERSE, 


QUITE CAUTIOUS, A BIT TENSE, AND UNDERSTANDABLY SO. 


Glenn Gates was at stage center, and he knew it. 


p?HE INVESTIGATION WENT INTO HIGH GEAR IMMEDIATELY, WITH GATES 
TAKING PERSONAL COMMAND. FlRST CAME COMPILATION OF THE IMMEDIATELY-KNOWN 
DETAILS: WHEN THE CALL CAME IN, WHEN THE COPS GOT THERE, WHAT THEY DID, 


AND SO FORTH 


. ^HERE WAS FURIOUS RADIO ACTIVITY AS INVESTIGATORS AT THE 

CAP . 

*-»p«KS 

r f\#n 


SCENE RELAYED INFORMATION BACK TO CeNTRA L y^EADQUA RTERS, AND AS COPS INTER- 
VIEWING THE INJURED FED INFO INTO THE SYSTEM, TRYING TO ESTABLISH JUST 
WHAT DID HAPPEN. If NOTHING ELSE, A FRAME OF REFERENCE WAS ESTABLISHED, 
THE KNOWN FACTS INTO WHICH THE DATA COULD BE IMPLANTED, AND FROM WHICH 
THE QUESTIONS WOULD COME. 

While this was going on, another, and acHhhlly more pressing 

PROBLEM AROSE. STARTING FROM^CRATCH IN THE INVESTIGATION, THE COPS HAD 
TO KNOW MAT TYPE OF EXPLOSIVE THEY WERE DEALING WITH, AND WHAT THE PATTER] 
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OF THE EXPLOSION WAS. AT HAD BY 


. 3k 


3 A.M. BEGUN TO 


RAIN QUITE 


HEAVILY, AND IMMEDIATE STEPS HAD TO BE TAKEN TO PROTECT THE BLAST SCENE 


UNTIL THE INVESTIGATION COULD BE COMPLETED. AS 


. & 


MENTIONED 


r T >/viS/oh 

EARLIER, THE FIRE SMBR GRABBED EVERY TARPULIN IT COULD GET ITS 

COLLECTIVE HANDS ON TO COVER THE WHOLE AREA IN AND AROUND 2867 0HIO, 

| At THE SAME - TRYING 

XXXHXXHX TIME, &ATES AND HIS INVESTIGATORS STARTED 

TO / 

•■•PIECE TOGETHER OTHER SHREDS OF INFORMATION THAT MAY, OR MAY NOT HAVE 


SOME BEARING. THERE 




A DISTURBANCE EARLIER IN THE EVENING AT 


25th & SEWARD. 0ID THIS HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH THIS EXPLOSION? INHERE 

U ~ nie ^' 

HAD BEEN (SO THE POLICE SAY) RAPE COMPLAINTS IN THE AREA. HAD BEEN 

PART OF A CONTINUING " SET up" PROCEDURE TO MAKE THE COPS LESS WARY WHEN 
THEY CAME IN? A NEIGHBOR NEARBY HAD SEVERAL DOGS. filD THEY BARK? 

Could they give any clue as to when the bomb may have been planted? 





investigators started to ask questions about the house IT- 


SELF: Who owned it? Hoiif long was it vacant? Ia^ty wasn't it secured? 

‘f'HE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS CAME DURING THE DAY AfoNDAY, AND REVEALED 
A MOST INTERESTING SET OF FACTS. ^HE HOUSE WAS OWNED BY Mr. AND JfriS. 

Alvin Goodwin Sr., the parents of Al Goodwin, federal liason man for 
Mayor Ieahy ^he 6oodwins have a poor track record. It was earlier thj 


47 


MONTH THAT A MURDERER DUMPED HIS PREY IN THE BASEMENT OF THEIR NEW 

HOME. ^KE VICTIM WAS AN EX-COP. So, TWICE IN SEVEN MONTHS THE ^GODWINS 

HAD THEIR PROPERTY GRACED WITH COrpX.4 

HAVE FCTH T D S T ILL PO LI CEMENT POLICE-RELATED STBBl’S.jl 

AT 2867 Ohio HAD BEEN VACANT FOR ABOUT A YEAR, AND WAS, IN THE PARLANCE 

of the Permits and Inspection Otvision, "open, vacant, and vandalized". 
Apparently one of the most highly-rated blacks in the /Mayor's Cabinet 

COULDN'T FIND THE TIME TO TAKE CARE OF HIS OWN, OR HIS PARENTS,' BACK 
YSRD. 


PHE HOUSE 


sit. 


I^BqT ASIDE FRQMy|6oODWINS' NEGLECT, THERE'S A STORY HERE 

:. IH rs. ioscoE Vaughn can tell how she called 


OF OFFICIAL INDIFFERENCE, 


Gity Mall to complain about the vacant house next door. "SPhey referred 
her to the County Wealth Department. Ihey referred her to Iegal A:d, 


who told meri to get her own lawyer- to 


force a clean-up of the placer 


THE 


3RALD QUESTIONED THE OFFICIALS OF THE VARIOUS AGENCIES 


INVOLVED, THEY ALL RESPONDED WITH A SHRUG, AND LAMELY SAID THAT NO RECORDS 
WERE KEPT BF UrS. TAUGHN'S COMPLAINTS. 

Such bureaucratic stupidity was not in Gien Gates' mind, however, 

AS THE RAIN STOPPED BRIEFLY AND THE SUN GAME UP HoNDAY MORNING. ^HE IN- 


4 * 


G 

V 


VESTI GATORS WERE BY THAT TIME BOLSTERED BY THE PRESENCE OP A VERITABLE 
HORDE OP F-B-I MEN, luiEASURY DEPARTMENT INSPECTORS, STATE AND LOCAL PI RE 
INVESTIGATORS,, Mjm EVEN A HANDFUL OP INVESTIGATORS PROM THE &TATE RtROLj 

Kindly offered by Governor Niemann, who couldn't pass bp a chance to 

GET A LITTLE PUBLICITY ON THE WHOLE DEAL. 

1 Whe n the rain paused, and there was enough light, the horde 
dropped to their hands and knees, and began to sift thru the rubble 

THAT ONCE WAS 2867 0HIO. S HARD TO DESCRIBE JUST EXACTLY WHAT THEY 

WERE LOOKING FOR, BECAUSE THE BACK- TRACKING THAT TAKES PLACE IN SUCH 
AN INVESTIGATION IS RELATIVELY COMPLEX, AND CALLS NOT ONLY FOR * SOME 


HIGHLY INTUITIVE DEDUCTION, Mgfe BUT FOR SOME HIGHLY REFINED SCIE NTIFIC 
ANALYSIS AS WELL. ^HAT IS TO^AY, THEY COULD MAKE GUESSES ABOUT 

ft 

WHODUNIT, BUT THEY HAD TO KNOTS PRECISELY WHAT WAS DONE. 


, F -fO DETERMINB SUBSTANCE 

\ THE COPS HAD TO TRY THAT 




WH'CH EXPLODED, BUT 


EVEN MORE INPORTANT, THAT INSTRUMENT WHICH THE BLAST. FROM THERE, 

THEY WOULD TRY TO FIND THAT PERSON WHO PLACED THE DEVICE AT THE SCENE. 

^50, FOR MOST OF HoNDAY THE JOB WAS SIMPLY TO SIFT THE DEBRIS 
AND FIND THOSE PIECES THAT MIGHT BE SPLOTCHED WITH BURNT EXPLOSIVE, THOSE 


CHUNKS THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN THE SUITCASE, AND THOSE LITTLE SCRAPS OF METAL 
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THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN THE DETONATING DEVICE. /|lL THESE HAD TO BE 

CHARTED, LABELED, THEIR POSITION IN RELATION TO THE SUITCASE DETERMINED. 

't'HE PATTERN OF THE BLAST HAD TO BE WORKED OUT, THE MAGNITUDE OF ITS 

DESTRUCTIVE FORCE OUTLINED. PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IN ALL THIS WAS 

THE MECHANISM AND THE EXPLOSIVE SUBSTANCE, BECAUSE THESE MIGHT POSSIBLY 
EARLIER EXPLOSIONS, ONES THAT THE 




BE LINKED TO 


ABOUT. 


COPS ALREADY KlfEW SOMETHING 


^Obviously, such examination was beyond the dumobr analytical 

CAPABILITIES OF THE (9mAHA PoLICE, SO EVERYTHING WAS GATHERED UP IN 


PLASTIC BAGS, AND READIED FOR SHIPMENT TO f-B-X LABS IN IfllsHINGTON, A 
SHIPMENT THAT TOOK OFF 'flJESDAY, THE 18th OF J^UGIJST. 

| Jt SHOULD NOT BE ASSUMED THAT THE ONLY INVESTIGATION* WAS THE 
ONE AT THE SCENE. 5lJST AS THIS " SCtffltffitFlC ANAYLIS" WAS CRITICAL, SO 
TOO A WAS "INTUITION", AND THE OmAEA PoLICE INVESTIGATORS IMJE DIATLEY 


UP THOSE ALLEYS THEY 


SET UUT 


THOUGHT MIGHT LEAD TO THE BOMBERS. 


-£t 


WAS IN THIS PHASE OF THE INQUIRY THAT WE SEE THE FIRST INDICATIONS OF 
THAT TERRIBLE BUT PREDICTABLE PATTERN. [ The POLICE KEEP TABS ON EVERYBODY 
IN THIS TOWN, BUT PARTICULALY ON THE PeAR f/oETE SlDE. "fuERE IRE INFORMERS, 
THERE ARE KNOWN CRIMINALS MOM THE COPS CAN'T CONVICT, AND THERE ARE 


SIMPLE PEOPLE WHOM THE POLICE THINK MIGHT KNOW SOMETHING. All OF THESE 
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WERE SOUGHT OUT AND INTERROGATED, HAULED IN TO THE FOURTH FLOOR OF 


THE POLICE STATION, AND "PUT ON THE GRILLE". 




'IOC ENT OR NOT, KNOWING 


OR UNKNOWING, THEY WERE TREATED TD A SHOCKING BLAST OF INTIMIDATION, AND 


SLAPPED Yi'ITH A BROAD PLANK OF FEAR. 

-w PACT - To Bf 


‘friAT the Police should investigate 

DEMANDED; THAT THE ©MAMA PoLICB SHOULD APPROACH 


THE DEATH OF A FELLOW WITH AH©ER IS TO BE EXPECTED; THAT SUCH HOSTILITY 
AND BRUTALITY SHOULD BE EXERTED BY PUBLIC SERVANTS IS NEITHER WARRANTED 


NOR JUSTIFIABLE. 



PH 


SERIES OF HASTY ARRESTS AND LENGTHY INTERROGATIONS. 
EXPECT THE PoLICE 



A CANNOT 

0NE LOGICALLY 


TO NOT INTERROGATE PEOPLE. *^HE NEED FOR DATA WAS CRI- 


TICAL, AND POLITICAL AND INTERNAL PRESSURE A SI DJI, FROM A PURELY INVESTIGA* 

the Police Jiilt 

TIVE POINT CF VIEW, HAD TO GET ON THE CASE Wmm THE DETAILS WERE 

HOT. I lu T TIME AND AGAIN THAT MoNDAY, AND FOR DAYS THEREAFTER, PEOPLE 


WOULD TELL STORIES OF BEING CALLED OVER TO A POLICE CAR, PLACED UNDER 
ARREST, AND TAKEN IN FOR LITTLE MORE THAN A CURSORY INTERROGATION. | QnE 
DETECTIVE CHUCKLED TO REPORTERS THA T M ON DAY, SAYING, "I^EAH, WE 'Ll. HAUL 
EVERY ONE OF 'EM IN HERE UNTIL WE GET THE ONE WHO DID IT" . jJ^HE PoLICE 
WENT ON A FISHING EXPEDITION, HOPING THAT A FINE* ENOUGH NET, SPREAD OVER 


A LARGE ENOUGH AREA, WHO SOONER OR LATER CATCH SOMEBODY. WHETHER 
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THE EARLY STATES OP THE POLICE INVESTIGATION COULD BE CALLED "HYSTERIA", 
WHETHER THE pQLICE WERE LITERALLY BLINDED BY ANGER, THESE QUESTIONS 


REALLY DON'T NEED 




SE 


SERIOUSNESS OP THE WHOLE SITUATION BECAME EVIDENT WHEN 


s r or\prececLe-r\Wci 

(&LENN OATES TOOK AN UNEXPECTED AND UNPRBOIDENTED MOVE MONDAY MORNING: 


NEWSMEN. \ MS YOU 


r 

HE BARRED THE FOURTH FLOOR OF GENTRALyjHEADQUARffiERS TO 


GET OFF THE ELEVATOR ON THE FOURTH FLOOR, THERE IS A SMALL LOBBY WITH 
TWO RECEPTIONISTS* DESKS, ONE TO THE NORTH, AND ONE TO THE SOUTH- 


THE ONE TO THE NORTH IS USUALLY EMPTY, BUT THE ONE TO 


THE SOUtfR IS THE RECEPTIONIST# FOR THE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION &IREAU, 

AND IS USUALLY MANNED BY A PoLICE INTERN. ^REPORTERS COULD GO NO FURTHER 


THAN THIS DESK 


[T THAT WASN'T ALL 


. Tha 


T INTERN USUALLY ACTS 


AS THE DISPATCHER FOR (5-J-B CARS, AND BEHIND HIM IS A AjoTOROLA RADIO 


. Fi 


AND TURNED DOWN 


CONSOLE. FROM MONDAY ON, THE INTERN USED ONLY EARPHONES, 8 


THE SPEAKER ON THE RADIO, SO THAT NO ONE IN THE LOBBY COULD MONITOR THE 
DETECTIVES^ CONVERSATIONS. As THE WoRLD-AeRALD PUT IT, THE "LID WAS 
CLAMPED DOWN" ON THE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION HuREAUf. 

I And INTERESTINGLY ENOUGH, THE W)R LD-MfRA LB SPECIFICALLY 
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Deputy Chief Clenn 6xtfs as being the one who clamps down that lid. 

I Chief Anderson did not return from c 

NCREDIBLE A S IT MAY SEEM, SEATTLE 

UNTIL WEDNESDAY, THE 19th. ^Nf EVEN MORE INCREDIBLE, MaYOR £eAHY LEFT 
'71 TH HIS FAMILY ON ’fuESDAY, THE 18th. M()T ONLY WAS (ffLENN CxTKSA, 


FAST BECOMING THE ONLY ONE 


ON THE HOT SPOT, HE WAS ! 



ON THE HOT SPOT. THE 


"|he 


DEPARTURE 

REASONS GIVEN FOR THE AND FOR THE LATE RETURN ARE THE USUAL: 

PREVIOUS PLANS, UNEXPECTED DELAYS, ETC... ETC... TFhe FACT ^ REMAINS 
THAT AT A HIGHLY CRITICAL TIME BOTH THE MaYOR AND THE PoLICE ChIEF WERE 
ABSENT FROM THE CITY. \ (ifel LE THE PuBLIC SAFETY RECTOR, THE ACTING (CHIEF 

^•Later Severe), and Gates himself were all Ht&A ly qualified, it nonethe- 
less POSES SOME SERIOUS QUESTIONS OF ACCOUNTABILITY ON THE PART OF THE 

Mayor, and some serious questions of leadership^, on the part of the 
Chief, to both be away when the investigation info theMinard death was 

REALLY GETTING STARTED. Xt RATHER GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT ANY CALMING 


INFLUENCE THESg: TWO MIGHT HAVE EXERTED WAS SIMPLY 


LOST, 


IAl ANY RATE, IT LEFT &LENN (flKATES RUNNING THE WHOLE 31 OW, M»> 

AS. MF minimal HE PULLED the CURTAINS so only THE STAGEHANDS WOULD KNOW FOR 
SURE. MhAT EVEN THEY KNEW IS QUESTIONABLE, FOR BY McDTJESDAY ^&TES HAD 
ISSUED A PUBLIC FLEA FOR INFORMATION IN THE CASE. IS MEN DID REEL IN 
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A LOT OP PEOPLE, BUT WETHER THAT fll'B CATCH PRODUCED ANYTHING WON'T 
BE KNOWN UNTIL THE TRAIL STARTS. jEt IS CERTAIN THAT A FURIOUS INVESTI- 
GATION WAS UNDERWAY, AND THAT THE SCREW WERE PUT TO AT LEAST A COUPLE 
OP PEOPLE TO REVEAL WHAT THE N-C~C-F WAS DOING THAT EVENING. 

Deputy (chief 6-lenn (Sates, the wore was simply that some 

PARTIES WERE BEING INTERVIEWED, AND THAT "SOME OFFICERS WERE WORKING 
PAST THEIR NCEMA L SHIFTS" ON THE CASE. 



I Ihat S 


(fk TE 


STATEMENT FROM OATES IS IMPORTANT, BECAUSE OUR STORY NOW 
TURNS ONCE AGAIN TO THE UNIFORM PoLICEMEN, TO THE BULK OF THE FORCE, AND 
THEIR SIMMERING REACTION TO THE DEATH OF ONE OF THEIR OWN. 

IP 

0 | /hirs t THERE WAS THE REACTION PROM THE "OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN" FOR 

THE "MAN -ON- THE- BEAT". PaTROLMAN PoBERT (jALLAGHER, ^RESIDENT OF THE 

Police Union, said that he would "press strongly" for a revision of 

PROCEDURES* IN EMERGENCY CASES. SaID filLLAGHER: "WE'LL HAVE TO TREAT 
EVERY CALL LIKE DYNAMITE". 

MJlLLAGHER ' S REMARKS WERE SUPERFLUOUS, BECAUSE THAT WAS ALREADY 
BEING DONE. Prom THE 17th UNTIL TODAY, THE POLICE DISPATCHERS TELL A 
CRUISER THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE PERSON MAKING THE CALL TO THE POLICE. 


tfiahlK o&ieutA 

IFf THE NAME ISN'T GIVEN, THE ARE SO NDTIFIED, AND 


TOLD TO 
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"use caution”. Galls are verified^ by returning a call to a certain 


LOCATION AMD MAKING SURE THEY REALLY DID CALL THE COPS. J!f THERE 


ANY QUESTION fM AS TO THE VALIDITY OF A CALL FOR THE POLICE, THE CALL 

IS HA* 

LOCKED IN ON THE "911” SWITCHBOARD, IN SHORT, THE CATTLE ESCAPED 


FROM THE BARN, SO THE GATE LOCKED SECURELY. AND OF COURSE, THAT 


TRUE MOST NOTABLY FOR CALLS THAT 


C@ME FROM THE 


if-FATi AGrTH-SiDE. 


| ^But 6k 


LLAGHER HAD $0 SAY SOMETHING 


, THE R 


OLTCE WI ON HAD TO 


LOOK LIKE IT WAS DOING SOEMTHING, SO HE ASKED FOR ^PROCEDURAL CHANGES" . 

r 

TEE POLITICS WITHIN THE DIVISION CONTINUED, BECAUSE WHEN (CHIEF 

Anderson einally returned to Omaha, his first rh *^ro concerned exactly 


. g 


INCIDENT, 


THAT TOPIC. REFERRING TO PROCEDURES AT THE SCENE OF AN 


PERSON RIPPED OFF THE TYPICALLY WISE-ASS STATEMENT THAT "A REVIEW 


HASN'T PRODUCED ANY BRILLIANT, EASY SOLUTIONS 


ON THE STREET SENSE OF THE OFFICERS. 




STILL HAVE TO RELY 




'jNrgjiiS) TUrnr" . 


| Fur 


UTTING ASIDE THE PETTY BICKERING, HOWEVER, THERE WAS A DIS- 


CERNIBLE MOOD GRIPPING THE POLICE FORCE ON RIONDAY THE 17th, A MOOD THAT 


WAS IN ITSELF POTENTIALLY EXPLOSIVE, AND ONE THAT COMMAND OFFICERS WERE 


QUITE OBVIOUSLY RELUCTANT TO BUCK.^ 4cTING (CHIEF VALTER DeVERE 


C OMMENTED 
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* » 


We 


"WE'LL KEEP DIGGING ON THIS ONE UNTIL HELL FREEZES OVER 


Wat 


APTAIN 




William Iattavina: "IfeoEVER's behind this was boujib and determined 

to get a Policeman". [Depu ty County Attorney Arthur "fra men 

ARE UNDERSTANDABLY A LITTLE RAW", j FaT ROLMAN “foAY, INJURED IN THE BLAST: 
"We GO IN THERE TO HELP AND THE BUILDING BLOWS UP. _2TsN ' T THAT SOMETHING" 
yltND VERY SIMPLY FROM StATE SeNATOR BtLL $LOOM, A FORMER COP: "fffE MEN 
ARE SADDENED AND ANGRY". 

THE AFTERNOON OF MoNDAY THE 17th, PARTICULARLY THAT NIGHT, AND 
FOR AT LEAST A WEEK AFTER THE EXPLOSION TOOK PLAGE, THE CWa JoLICE 

anger against 


MAINTAINED AN ALMOST AWESOME DEGREE OF 
BLACKS. Xl ISN'T HARD TO SEE THEIR SIDE, INTACT, 



ONE WOULD HAVE TO BE 


ALMOST BLIND AND TOTOALLY INSENSTIVITE NOT TO. "?HE LOSSCF A COMRADE IS 
A TRAUMATIC THING. ^ND THAT'S REALLY ALL THAT CAN BE SAID. 

THE FORM OF THAT ANGER WAS REVENGE, AND IT WAS EXERCISED 
IN THE MOST BLATANT AND INDISCRIMINATE FASHION. 4s IN SO MANY GASES 


^But 


OF RAGE CONFLICT IN AMERICA TODAY, IT IS NOT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND, 
YET IMPOSSIBLE TO CONDONE, THE REACTIONS OF THE QmAHA PoLICE TO THE 
DEATH OF OFFICER UlNARD. 


^ Vet 


THEIR ACTIONS DO HAVE A PARALLEL. JEN 1919, WHEN A BLACK 


. JEi 
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sCoUTNY «3i 


MAN WAS DRAGGED PROM THE '80UTNY vAIL AND LYNCHED FOR ALLEGEDLY RAPING 
A WHITE WOMAN, THE POLICE ARBITRARILY DECIDED THAT IT WOULD Be WISE 
TO REMOVE ANY POTENTIAL "TROUBLEMAKERS". So, THE ANGER AND FRUSTRATION 


OF THE THE WHITE COMMUNITY IN|1919 WA^AKEN OUT ON THE BLACK COMMUNITY 
AS A WHOLE) BY GRABBING LARGE NUMBERS OP' MEN OFF T HE STREETS, PACKING 

them in Union Pacific boxcars, and hauling them out of towm. 

NEWSPAPERS OF THE TIME 


Mebraska Historic la Society can provide 



FORMED A SWEEP OF THE GHETTO. THE ACTION BEGAN ^foNDAY AFTERNOON, WITH 
SEVERAL ARRESTS FOR LOITERING, VAGRANCY, AND PUBLIC DRUNKENESS* . At ABOUT 
4 P.M. SOME BLACK KIDS YELLED AT A CRUISER CAR. *$HEIR FATHER, A MINISTER, 
CAME OUT OF HIS HOUSE. WhAT HAPPENED AFTER THAT IS STILL A MATTER OF 
DISCUSSION, BUT IT EHEDED UP WITH THE FATHER IN JAIL, MKSV LATER TS* 


FILING OF A FORMAL COMPLAINT AGAINST ONE OF THE COPS. 1 4 s NIGHT FELL, 
THE POLICE MOVED WITH RESOLVE. ARRESTS IN THE A^EAR i/oRTH SlDE 


OUT TO SEVEN OR EIGHT A NIGHT. HoNDAY THE 17th OF AuGUST, THEY SHOT UP 

VCRUISER UNITS LITERALLY MOVED BACK AND FORTH BETWEEN 


THE 


Ufa rth S 


IDE AND THE 


City (Jail, 


. A 


HAULING THEM IN, /ILL THAT WAS LACKING 


D 


m/& <k hut 
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WERE THE BOXCARS. 

" VIOLATIONS!'/ MIRE MISDEMEAN8BS, INCLUDING NOW SUSglCI ON 

OF LOITERING, 

OF THE LAW, CERTAINLY 


DISORDERLY CONDUCT, OR OBSTRUCTING THE ADMINISTRATION 

yA&UL* CMZtft At 


4rrests were ma.de to harass anp intimidate, and 

OFFICERS FREELY ADMITTED AMONG THEMSELVES AND TO INQUIRERS THAT THE 

(BLACXs) 

PURPOSE OF THE ACTIVITY WAS "TO PUT THEM JIN THEIR PLACE". ADDED TO THIS 

soHU 

WAS THE INVESTIGATION INTONE BOMBING ITSELF ^ IN SHORT ORDER 

NIGHT, THE STREETS ON THE MlAR AoRTH SlDE WERE CLEARED, PEOPLE AFRAID 

£* -r 

TO VENTURE OUT FOR FEAR OF BEATINGS W* ARRESTS. IT WAS, SAID ONE MAN 


BITTERLY, A "REIGN OF TERROR". 

ND IT WAS NOT JUST (MONDAY NIGHT. ^OLICE CONTINUED TO ARREST 

f, WITH A TAPERING OFF AS THE WEE# DREW 


\Ant 


PEOPLE 


. "fn 


TO A CLOSE. THE SITUATION AMONG 


BLACKS ©REW SO TENSE THAT THE THEN- 


NEWLY-APPOINTED Human Inflations Director, Fo©er Sayers, felt compelled to 


gall 


A PRESS CONFERENCE TO "ASK FOR COOL". DIRECTING HIS REMARKS 


TO BOTH POLICE AND BLACKS, HE SOMEWHAT LUDICROUSLY ASKED PEOPLE "NOT TO 
OVEERREACT". ITTHERE ARE MANY TOO SAY THAT SaYERS LOST MUCH OF HIS CREDIBIL] 


im 
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AT THAT PRESS CONFERENCE, THAT HIS WEIRDS WERE THOSE OF A *^0M, 

T i Xn fact, Sayers was new on the job, was faced 


WITH A CRISIS, AND SIMPLY DIDN'T KNOP/ WHAT THE HELL ELSE TO DO. 


THE STREET, PEOPLE BECAME WITHDRAWN. WHEN ASKED WHY THE 


. I^H] 


BLACK COMMUNITY DIDN'T TAKE ON AFTER THE COPS, ONE FELLOW NOTED SIMPLY 
THAT THE COPS WERE SO HOT THAT THEY'# BLOW OFF A BROTHER^AS SOON AS 
LOOK AT HIM. 1?HE FEAR ON THE ^EAR 4VoRTH SlDS WAS PERFASI VE^lMa» 


COD, IS BITTERNESS ON THE STREET SO HARD TQ**€NDERSTAND 


AF Tm A WEEK LIKE THATL0T THE 17 THRU JSfnF.. 22nd OF ALKNJST? GOULD WE 


PICTURE SUOTA^YSTEMATIC TEijR^HSM A NYWHERE^ELSE IN OMAHA ^0fO OURSE 
NOT, BPX^rfJSE SO LITTLE fif^UARD IS PAID/fOTHE GHETTO JJfYTHIS TOWN' THAT- 


ENOUGHT PEOPLPr CARE TO CRY OUT WHEN TRA 


S ARE COMMITTEE!). 


And it was so obvious. *^he KKirld Herald even carried articles 

DESCRIBING THE INCREASE IN ARREST RATES, TELLING OF $BAYEE?S PLEA, AND 


QUOTING POLICE OFFICERS WHO SAID THE MOLE THING WASN'T SYSTEMITIC. 


FOR HYPOCRISY, NONE CAN MATCH THE HeRAL D. 9m r rT ‘ T T PPmTj^, IB 
A GALLING DISPLAY OF INSENSITIVITY AND LACK OF PERCEPTI ON, V CARRIED AN 


article on August lstu telling of the increasing arrests on the 


[an 
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tERALD EDITORIALLY STATED THAT: 


side.^ ITn that same issue , the Vl/pgi B Gerald editorially stated that: 
"^e (Minard) was the victim op many thoughtless people who have allowed 

HATRED OP THE POLICE TO BECOME A NATIONAL SYNDROME". 1?HIS WHILE Jfe A 


PERIOD OF REPRESSION ME GOING ON RIGHT WITHIN 


THIS CITY 


"tUTUlS^ 


ND TEEN, JUST TWO DAYS LATER, THE HERALD 


RIGHT AROUND, 


AND STATED 


s "^W, 


IN THE WAKE OP THE 


1INARD MURDER, WE HAVE SPECIAL NEED TO BE UNDERSTANDING, AND TO RISE 


ABOVE FEELINGS OP ANGER AND FRUSTRATION. WE HAVE TO PICK UP THE 




PIECES OP SHATTERED CONFIDENCE AND WORK! HARDER TO GET ALONG WITH ONE 


ANOTHER" . 




IS TRUE THAT MINARD WAS BRUTALLY MURDERED, AND IT IS TRUE 


THAT POLICE ARE NOT GENEALLY "RESPECTED" ON THE 


A^ar 4foRt!W Side . \Jue 


ABOUT ANYONE CAN UNDERSTAND 


OW THE P< 


OLICE FELT — AS HUMAN BEIN3 S -- AT 


THE DEATH OF MlNARD. SuT THE OVERREA%GN OF THE ?OLICE, THE ARRESTS, 
THE INTI MI NDAT ION, WERE SO AWESOMELY UNWARRANTED THAT IT IS DIFFICULT 


TO ADEQUATELY CATALOGUE THE REASONS WHY.. 


• -.r- *./»!• 


(to (f***-* 

iflNARD’S DEATH STANDS AS A TRA JEDYA AND A STUPIDITY. 

Likewise do the actions of the&maha Police in response wmwiA 


uP 


EITHER OCCURENCE IS JUSTIFIABLE. 


BUT SINCE THE LATTER INCLUDES THE-YE NT I MI DA T I ON OF THOUSANDS. 


IT LINGERS FOREMOST IN THE MINDS OF THOSE MO SUFFER TODAY. 

THERE IS MORE HERE THAN JUST A MURDER, THE CROSS-BRUTALITY 


[But 


FOLLOWING IT, OR THE RESULTANT TENSION. *?KERE IS THE AWESOME FIGURE OF 




W WHO LOST COMMAND OF THEIR MEN. *THE CHILI, ING NOTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS 


CHECK EMOTIONS. 

WHO WERE NOT IN THE CITY TO 'S4RM0BI AND THE ALMOST UNFORGIVEABLE TURNING 

■p(z F&OM 

AWAY Of THE THE PRESS AND THE WHITE COMMUNITY #0 WHAT WHS HAPPENING. 

S 

MIS AtfllCLE HAS DESCRIBED SOME OF THE PRESSURES WITHIN THE 
HIGHLY-POLITICAL OmAHA FoLICE &IVISION. Vl^FN "PATROLMAN FoWER^ BECAME 
TOcJgREAT, THE UPPER ECHELONS OF COMMAND, FROM THE JePUTY ChIEF TO THE 
duty Captains, willingly turned their sacks on the activity in the street. 


\ I ’- 1 


‘t’fl 


HE UNIFORM POLICE WERE ALLOWED TO RUN RAMPANT, THEIR ACTIONS WERE NOT 


, L 


CHECKED. (LIKE C? t ICAOO IN fgf. f 68, THE MEN WERE ON THEIR 4BI OWN, AND TOOK 

ADVANTAGE OF IT. f’HE POLICE LET GRIEF AND ANGER GET THE BETTER OF THEM. 

| T) Itokfd** 

I 'BUT PERHAPS WORSE THAN THAT ISj^CHIEF WHO SUFFERS THE 4^P OF 

ONE OF HIS MEN, AND CAN'T RETURN FROM HIS VACATION EARLY TO FIND OUT WHAT ' S 
GOING ON. C5r THE M*YOR WHO IS AWARE OF HOW THE AVERAGE COPS FEEL, WHO 


KNOWS THAT SUCH TERRORISM HAS TAKEN PLACE, YET FEELS FREE TO PACK UP HIS 
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FAMILY AND LEAVE 


TOTW, MISSING THE FUNERAL OF THAT COP AND ABROGATING 


HIS RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 9ft BLACK COMMUNITY. "frHEN WE NEEDED THEM 


THE MOST, THEY WERE NOT WITH US, 



\l* 


-UT IF THE PUBLIC OFFICIALS WRONGED, SO TOO DID THE COMMUNITY, 

O if 

BECAUSE NO ONE ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN NtGGERTOWN. 

Il/o ONE SAID, "I^LL, LETsjlAKE SURE 0| THINGS DON'T GET WORSE NOW". J^CAUSE 
THE PRESS IN THIS COMMUNITY, EACH NEWSPAPER, RADIO, AND TELEVISION STATION, 
SAW THAT THE REACTION OF THE POLICE WAS "WAY OUT OF HAND", AND BECAUSE 
NO OinjtoVED TO STOP IT. ^LL THE PLATITUDES, ALL THE LIBERAL PHRASES, 

ALL THE CALLS TO REASON, ALL THE PLEAS FOR CONCERN, WERE ALL WASHED 




HANDILY AWAY. 

f 

-HAT HAPPENED TO THE RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE IN OMAHA? THE ANSWER 
IS BOTH SIMPLE AND COMPLEX. ^WARD'S DEATH WAS INDEED TRAUMATIC. Mo 
ONE KNEW REALLY, HOVl|rO RESPOND. And ALL FELT SYMPATHY FOR THE POLICE IN 
THAT THEY HAD BEEN THE OBJECT OF "REVOLUTIONARIES'". "tpHE TOOLE THING 


. A\ 


WAS FAR TO TOUCHY TO MESS AROUND WITH, SO WAS BETTER LEFT ALONE. /3fND 
IT WAS, AND WHITE MEN IGNORED WHAT WAS GOING ON RIGHT IN FRONT OF THEM, 

L»i 

AND THE PRESSURE BUILT UP A WHODEyjMORE. 

[So WE CONCLUDE HERE, THE INVESTIGATION INTO^flNRD'S DEATH 
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Vi/ELL underway, the Folice having scourged the black community for it. 
Ahead lies the stampede of arrests, the legal dickering, and the trial. 
J§ut first, we|must bury^Kinard, and that we shall do in the next article. 



